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T ſeems neceſſary that the Reader ſhould ſee, in one comprehenſive View, 

the End and Deſign of the following Pages. The Fear of going too faſt in 

Expence, deterred ſome of the acting Governors of the Marine Society from giving 

an early Aſſent to the Propoſal made to them: Some doubted of the legal Powers 

; of the Act of Incorporation; and others, that it would be too arduous a Taſk to 
attempt teaching ſuch Boys. Time, which ſubdues all Things, ſeems, upon the 
Face of the moſt candid Examination i into the beſt atteſted Facts, to have conquered | 


all Difficulties, 'and the Advantages that may” accrue . a Reform, are become 
as inviting as they are ſelf. evident. | 
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It is not leſs apparent, how tore of the good Intentions of the Governors of 
this Inſtitution, their Proceedings have been ſince the War, except by the Provi- 
ſion made for the Officers Servants diſcharged from the King s Ships. Till the 
Boys in general are rendered more reputable in themſelves, and better qualified 


by Instruction to acquit themſelves with Credit in their Line of Duty, che Object 


will require a N Prop 8 
* 


In reſpect to the Example, which the Society Ta the Power of ſhewing, nothing 
can promiſe more happy Effects than the Execution of the Deſign of a proper 
Building, with Land adjoining, to furniſn an ample Field for ſuch uſeful Induſtry. 
as is ſuited to their Condition. How far it is correſpondent with the Principles 
and Language, by which the Society has acquired the Means of the Improve- 
ment, I have attempted to juſtify, from what wwe declared to his Majęſty Geo, II. 
and from three Sermons preached in its Favour“; alſo from the uniform Practice 
of the Society, and the Efforts to promote a moral and religious Spirit from its 
Commencement to this Time. The Difficulties i it has encountered from the Quality 
of the Boys, and the Reluctance of Naval Officers to depend on this Mode of +» 


"Servants for a conſiderable Part of their Pay, may be more eaſily conceived, than 
it is proper to deſcribe. | W 


Pr. Glaſſe, Dr. Kaye, and Dr. Markham. | 
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It muſt be apparent, that whatever we do to give the Boys a Senſe of ſocial 
and religious Duties, with ſuitable Habits of Induſtry, muſt be ſo much Gain to 
the Society, in the Means of ſending them properly into the World, now in Time 
of Peace. The happy Exiſtence of the Inſtitution depends on its Reputation 
for unequivocal Uſefulneſs; and the Adoption of a Syſtem by which it may con- 
tribute to Public Good and real N aval Service, in Time of War, muſt be the moſt 


direct Means of inducing the higheſt Departments, to make ſuch Alterations as may 


correſpond with the Piety and Public . of the Society, by a true Senſe of 
Honour and martial Diſcipline. 


| 


A learted Divine (J. Warneford) ſays, * The due Conſideration of the Leva 


< to which High and Low, Rich and Poor, one <oith another, ſhall be reduced, in an 


Alter- State, is enough to diſpoſe the Great and Powerful to the meaneft Offices 
? 0 Good-nature, Condeſcenſion, and Charity. It is at leaſt more than ſufficient 


to check the Inſolence of human Vanity, and poſſeſs the Mind with benevo⸗ 
* kent and tender Senſations.” » 


* 


In regard to political, Motives, iy: cannot be whiiing, but where Charity is 


ſo deeply concerned, the Religion of Chriſt, which we profeſs, is a powerful 


Incentive to Action. 1 have quoted Three ingenious Divines, as their Doctrine 


was directly applied to the Society; and however well ſatisfied we may be of the 
grand Principle of Duty, as rational and accountable Beings, it is no mean Satis- 


faction, to look back and attentive peruſe what pleaſes che Heart and Rrrengrhens 


the Underſtanding on thoſe Principles. | 


| Meckcſs is certainly as eſſential to:Chriftianit, as Hunillity: to Man that i is born 
to die: But there is a Dignity in performing every Office of Humanity; and Low- 


lineſs of Spirit exalts the Mind to Heaven; it comprehends nothing which is vul- 


garly underſtood by Meanueſs. Of all Objects of Charity, ſome of our Boys are in 
the moſt abject, forlorn Condition, with reſpect to Body and Mind, that can be 
conceived, as thoſe who ſee them continually can teſtify, . 


As an: Encouragement to our giving Inſtrublion, Dr. Hartley ſays, « It is evident 


from common Obſervation, that Children may be formed and moulded as we 


Eo pleaſe: When therefore they prove vicious and miſerable, the Guilt lies at our 


Doors, as well as theirs; and on the contrary, he who educates a Son or Daughter 
in the Ways of Piety and Virtue, confers the 3 Obligation both upon his 
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* poral and eternal, to Multitudes.“ 


Child and the riſing Generation, and may be *the Inſtrument of Salyation, tem- 


Si 
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Education is a Word generally applied to 0 Claſſes above the loweſt and 
moſt indigent Part of Mankind; but this does not change the Uſe of Language; if 


it means forming the Manners of. Youth, the Poor require forming of Manners as 


* 
Want of 1 it, and require the ſame watchful Eye. 


Ace Herring 1 2 Inftro@ing the iets giving them juſt Notions of 
« the Deity, of his Providential Care and Love to Men, in the Religion of Cbriſt 


© Feſus, and of their Obligations to human Society, and to themſelves, has always 
been deemed. a Point of great ann, and 18 erin and Mercy, in the 


”— Chriſtian Charakter., 


* ; 


tae thera aa more becoming; for though Few, 
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The celebrated Dr. Jortin brings this Matter to a very judicious Concluſion : * 
5 * Every one who believes the Goſpel ſhould conſider himſelf as a Subject of 
_ Chrift's Kingdom, and remember that he is not admitced-into-it to provide only 


for his own future Welfare, and to neglect the Intereſt of the Society to which 
** he belongs. He ſhould account it his Duty, his Honour, and his Happineſs, to 
* encreaſe the Number of his Fellow- Subjefs ; and to this Purpoſe he ſhould be 


» « ready to employ his TO, his Learving, his — his Authority, and 1 


"v9 his F ortunes.” 


1 


| This i is very Seed a comes „ peculigrly home to the Boſom of every Mem- 
ber of a Body which profeſſes taking up any particular Part of a Community 


in Diſtreſs, as the Corporation of the Marine Society takes up Fellow. Subjects | 
in the Perſons of poor and diſtreſſed Boys. Theſe are doubly Fellow-Subjefs—tor this | 
Land, and alſo for the Kingdom of everlaſting Righteouſneſs : the Qualification for 


both mutually depend on each other; and it reſts with the Corporation to preſerve 
them, fo far as the Almighty has appointed 1 it to be the Inſtrument of his Mercy! 


Every Society conſulting its own Intereſt and Stability, provides Conveniences for 


2he Execution of its Buſineſs, and ſecures a fit local Eftabliſhment as a primary Object. 
The Society, commonly known by the Name of Quakers, are now 2 us an 


4 555 Example. 


bometan, and 
Pagan, may agree in the great Outline of Charity, as to one Fellow Creature's 
preſerving another, it is with the Chriſtian only to contemplate the exceeding great 
Love of his — ee the — T eacher of his Faith. 
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Example. This provident, ſagacious People, are at this Hour erecting a 
ſtrong, well-deſigned Houſe for their Poor, with competent Ground adjoining“: 


They call it a School, meaning to teach their Poor what is uſeful in their Line of 


Life; to be peaceful and. induſtrious in gaining their Bread, and: conſequently to be 


qualified to promote the Felicity of their -Country.—Shall not we alſo prepare onr 
Houſe, ſuited to our poor Boys, and ſo far remove the Diſquietudes of the Land, from 


Fear of 1 iniquitous Conduct in the riſing Generation, habituating them to ſuch Induſ- 
try as belongs to good and uſeful Subjects? The Object of aur Corporation ſtands 


exactly in the ſame Relation of Rich and Poor, F ellow- Subjects and Fellow - Chriſ- 


tians, as che Quakers. Ours cannot be ſo eaſily managed, in a City Houſe, as theirs 


might be; but they wiſely chuſe to go where they have Ground. Our Objects 


abſolutely require Space to work in, being chiefly under the Canopy of the Hea- 


vens, for the Execution of what is intended to be taught them. They will learn 
not only to get their Bread honeſtly during Peace; but, when provoked by an 
Enemy, rbeir Hands will be alſo taught to war, and their Fingers to fight,” for their 


Country: They will learn not only to defend the Nuakers, * all ga uſeful 
Subjects, but themſelves * and their own "OR 
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Upon the whats; Conſideration, it may be ed char our Society. will rather 
ſeek for Reaſons for doing ſo good a Work, when it can be done, than exert any men- 


tal Power or Ingenuity in finding Reaſons for leaving it undone. The Objects 


are indiſputably in a deplorable Train, reſpecting their Inorance and general Be- 
haviour. We call our Enterprize public: ſpirited, humane, charitable, and religious; 3 


and ſo, by the Kindneſs of Providence, and the good Diſpoſitions of the Governors 


who intereſt themſelves in it, we ſhall prove it to be. By this Means we ſhall 


retain the Reputation, by which we have done the Good which we could do, un- 


der our Circumſtances ; and no Mortal, it may be hoped, will be able to find 
any juſt Cauſe or Impediment, why we ſhould not form this humane, ſalutary, 


pious, and political Peace Eſtabliſhment for the Benefit of theſe poor Boys. If, at 
the ſame Time, we conſider, that Var may one Day come, and that we mall pro- 


vide more and neceſſary Conveniences for the Relief of our Objects when we are in 
that Situation; and that we may give our local Eſtabliſhment a Tenure of Ten or 
Twenty Times the Length of our preſent Houſe, ſurely the Providency, the Wiſ⸗ 
.dom, and nn of the Corporation will be e univerſally applauded ! 
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Legal Rigte, Religious Obligation, Duly to our * Humanity to our Boys, Stability to the In efitution, at Policy 
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IT. is hardly poſſible that hers ſhould be two Opinions in a Caſe ſo ſelf-evi- 


dent, if it were rightly comprehended. Truth has but one Face; and 

28 there is but one Intereſt, Time will diſcover it. 

2. It is obvious, that the Method hitherto purſued with the great Majority 

of the Boys fitted out by this Society, has not rendered them reſpected in their 

proper Line, nor have they been in themſelves reſpectable. Something is there- 
fore neceſſary to be done, to gow 1 a Reputation, and e a Power of - 

doing good.  _ ha 


3. The Difference of one Man and. another, and a Man and a 8 con- 
ſiſts in the Impreſſions received by ſocial Intercourſe, particularly reſpecting 
the Rudiments of Religion. If theſe conſtitute the fundamental Principle and 
Diſtinction of reaſonable and accountable | Beings, it muſt follow, that Regard 
muſt be had to Inſtruction. 

4. If the earlieſt Inſtruction is given, even from Two or Three Years of Age, 
the happier it generally proves : If Inſtruction has not been given even to the 
N Age of Twelve or Thirteen, it is high Time to begin. 

5. If Man is left in a State of Ignorance, f in active Scenes, the Communica- | 
tion which in ſome Inſtances civilizes, in others tends to make him the more 
ferocious, and impatient of Control.—And what is Impatience of Control, but 
another Name for an undiſciplined State? No Dons er in Sea Affairs, 

can be carried on without Diſcipline. | | 

6. To teach Boys what Chriſtianity means, and to give them a Habit of Pia, 8 
ſo far as the different Turn of their Thoughts may lead them, is eſſential to their 

learning their Duty to God and Man. 

7. It is alſo an Obligation incumbent on thoſe who 8 RY being 

the Patrons and Protectors of ſuch Boys, ſo far as pecuniary Means are in their 
Hands, to take the moſt rational and familiar Method of teaching them the Con- 
nexion of moral and religious Duties. 

8. If Experience has proved that the Conduct of ſuch Boys 8 a grievous 
* of ſuch Inſtruction; ſhould not the ſame Experience induce their Friends 
and Patrons to give it to them? 

9. But will this facilitate their getting Maſters ?—[t cannot be Rear that a 


Man who might take an Apprentice, if he thought he could depend on Un, will 
reject 1 if he thinks he is not to be depended on. 


= Op | 10. Will 
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10. Will the Number of Maſters in Sea Occupations increaſe on Account of 


the ſuppoſed Virtue of theſe Boys? The Anſwer is: As Seamen are more or leſs 


virtuous, a ſea-faring Life is more or leſs eligible; or, in other Words, the 


Difficulties of it will be the more ſoftened down. If it is leſs arduous to contend 
with the Elements, than to combat alſo a reprobate and unruly Crew, or ſuch an 


one as no Confidence can be placed in, much depends on Men and Boys 
having a Principle. Commerce on the Face of the Waters has its Bounds, and 
only a certain Number can be employed on it; and therefore, with us, new. Re- 
ſources ſhould be found out, But the. Argument TINY on the ſame Ground as 
to mating good and uſeful Subjects. 1 | 

11. I believe no Method can be better deviſed chan a Fiſheries but not that ſuch 
a Society as ours ſhould go into. it, beyond placing out Boys, Apprentice to 
Maſters of Fiſhing Smacks, ſuch as we have a good Opinion of, giving them 
all reaſonable Encouragement. 

12. If we give Money as ea Fees to Maſters of Fiſhing Smacks, 
, or even give them Boys clothed without Fees, we ought to enquire into the 
Characters of aug! Maſters, and the Proſpect of Boys being taken Care of. 
13. Nothing is ſo free as Commerce; and it depends on Gain. If it cannot 
be rendered gainful, i it will, not be followed, whether it conſiſts 1 in Fi >, Or any 
Kt Commodity. N 

4. Bringing Fiſh to Market for Home Conſumption, by Premiums, was ; 

W ſome Tears ſince, to laſt no longer than the Premiums were given; ; 
and though it was a popular Object, many Thouſand Pounds were ſunk in a 
ſhort Time. 
15. As to the Pei of ſending Boys on board an old Ship in ee 
or in one we might buy, to teach them Seamanſhip ; this will hardly anſwer 


for any Boys; certainly not for Volunteers, ſuch as ours. And what can they learn 
in a Ship wnrigged, but what may be taught better on Shore, even with re- 


ſpe& ro Seamanſhip? No Land Duty can be learnt there. How are Maſters 


to ſee them to Advantage? To whom is the Society to delegate its Power? 


Will the Governors go en board ſuch Ships to ſuperintend their Pupils ? Will 
this enereaſe the Number of Maſters for Boys? The Difficulty of providing Maſ- 


ters will probably be much the greater, as few Perſons will ſuppoſe that Boys 


confined in ſo narrow a Space will be ſo cleanly, or ſo eaſily trained to a Senſe of 


Duty as on Shore. 
16. Our Object is Police, domeſtic Peace, and the Preſervation of poor- "AY 


as well as Sea Service. The laſt is our firſt Conſideration ; but, reſpecting the Em- 


ployment by which they may get their Bread, if we receive under our Roof a cer- 
rain Number, to inſtruct and give them Habits ſuited to Land as well as Sea Ser- 
vice: If we cannot provide a maritime Employment for them all, vill it not 
be happy to provide for ſome of theſe poor Boys, ſo taken under our Protec- 
tion, by ſending them advantageouſly into the World on Shore? 

17. Our Machine ſhould move on the ſureſt Principles. We ſhould fol- 
low the beaten Track of our venerable Anceſtors, who erected proper Build- 
ings for their reſpective Purpoſes. Is it not the common Senſe of Mankind to fur- 
niſh uſeful Employment for thoſe who ſtand in Need of it, giving them, in 
the mean Time, ſuch Tuition as may be the beſt Preparative for a Behaviour 

| ſuited 


( « 1 


ſuited to 3 Condition? Is not our Society alſo bound to have Regard to * 
National Police, that we may ſupport a Public Iſtitution, to be of Uſe in Time of 
Peace as well as War? It is then our indiſpenſable Duty to warn our Objects of 
the Evils which hang over their Heads, if they er on you Laws of God or 
Man. 
18. As to the Mode of getting them into the World with any ont Ad van- 
tage, that is another Conſideration: We are ſure the better the Boy, the better 
Maſter be deſerves ; and according to the Impreſſions that we receive of him, before 
he is called for and choſen out, we can ſpeak for him; and what is this but the 
good Senſe of common Life? What can we ſay of thoſe of whom we know very 
little more, than we cannot diſcover that he is run from a Maſter nor a Parent? 
But we may be eaſily deceived by an artful Boy even in theſe Inſtances. How can 
we act better, when we can come at no Clue to trace out a Vagabond, or a Boy 
coming from a far Country, who ſays he has no Connection upon Earth, nor is 
known to any Perſon? 

19. We have had fve Opinions concerning the Powers of the Act of Incorpore- | 
tion; two of them were given on a Caſe erroneouſly ſtated ; and go tothe Expediency — _ 
of the Meaſure, of which laſt we juſtly pretend to be the beſt Judges, as a 

; Corporation accuſtomed to the Conduct of our proper Buſineſs, and our own De- 
fign. The Caſe was afterwards ftated properly to the ſame Perſons, and One | 
of the Opinions, was in ſome Reſpects changed. But Three of the Five Opinions EE 
are clearly, and without a Shadow of Doubt, for the Legality of the Meaſure | 
propoſed, of which every Member of the Corporation, who will read the Act, 5 
may alſo judge. If what is now propoſed were illegal, the whole Conduct of 
the Society, from the Beginning to this Day, is illegal; it having perform- | 
ed many Services, upon the great Principles of Building, Inſtruction, Humanity, =» 
and Morality, of which the A& makes no Mention, except under the general 
Principle of © our Affairs and Buſineſs,” and being © aiding and, aſſiſting in 
ce the Preſervation of the Police,” acting according to © our Diſcretion.” After A 
much Inveſtigation, there does not ſeem to be a ferious Doubt. A Habit of x 
doubting may involve the cleareſt Queſtion : but to ruſh. into Parliament to beg 1 
for Powers we already ſa amply poſſeſs, would. not demonſtrate our W nor 
could it be for our Credit. 
20. Some Reaſons were given for hoarding, as preparatory for War: Theſe- | 
ſuppoſe, that no Expenditure of Money in Time of Peace will produce an ade- 
quate Good; that we are not obliged by our Charter to carry on our Object in 
Time of Peace; and that no Subſeription or Legacy will be withheld, if we are 
paſſive. The contrary. to all this, I am confident, is true; and conſequently that- 
it would be the worſt Policy, or, in other Words, very impolitic. 
21. In regard to Landmen Volunteers, for whom we might be ſuppoſed. to 
hoard, they are confeſſedly an important Article or Part of our Deſign, that is 
to ſay, in Time of War. The Bounty given them in Sea Clothing is a very be- 
neficial Bounty. This, as an Addition to the King's Bounty in Money, may, 

have induced many to enter in Time of Need, but with us it was a ſecondary 
Conſideration; it was given from to Shillings each in Value, | 
as our pecuniary Ability reached. The Language of the Society always Was, y 
4% Let us provide for the di Aale — for Wen there is no Bounty, no pub- 
7 | | N | lic, 4 
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lic, no private ſtated Proviſion, except ours: And as this Proviſion comprehends 
the Police and commercial Intereſt, as well as War, it is a Circumſtance which the 
Governors of this Society have ſo far pledged themſelves, not partially, but with 
their whole Hearts, to attend to. Even in Time of War, we made a Reſerve for 
the Care of theſe Boys, to be ready in Time of Peace, when Seamen ought to be 
bred up from the moſt fit and proper Subjects; and we have ſucceeded 1 in that 
Attempt. 

22. The Senſe of * Society has been hitherto uniform, and with kobe Con- 
' Raney preſerved, without any Aſſiſtance from Oratory, for the beſt Care of the 
Boys that the Nature of the Inſtitution, the Maſters we :could procure, and our 
| pecuniary. Ability would allow. This has. been uſed, as plain Common Senſe and 
the Heart have dictated ; and by the Liberality of our Fellow Suljedts we have 
ſucceeded 1n making ſuch a Preparation. | 

23. What is the Queſtion? To congregate a Number of Boys: I can by no 
Means recommend above Forty, becauſe I would have a Command over them 
well ſupported. I would board them for a Time, with a View to moral and re- 
ligious Inſtruction, blended with ſuch manual Labour as may at once give them 
a Principle, agreeable to common Life, introducing ſuch Habits as will afford 
a ſtrong Recommendation to Maſters, preferring the. Sea-Service, but preparing 
it alſo for Land, in caſe of Need. If we deſire to ſecure the Boys. in a ſober »/eful 
Courſe of Life, and prevent their becoming Recruits for the Armies of Thieves 
which infeſt us, what can we do more conſiſtent or practicable? | 

24. We muſt make a Change, ſuch as will bid moſt fair to gain, or - regain a 
Reputation for Uſefulneſs, and be conſonant with the Charter, and moſt probably 
encreaſe our pecuniary Ability. And here it is neceſſary to inform ſuch Governors 
as are not yet acquainted with the original Deſign of the Inſtitution, and its earlieſt 
Proceedings, of the Words of the Charter; the Nature of the Compact with 
our Country; the uniform Profeſſions made to the Public; and the invariable 
Practice of the Society. 


1" a: 5. When! propoſed to certain Merchants in London the forming this Society, 


in June 1756, it was for collecting of Boys, and fitting them out as a Nurſery of 


Seamen, and alſo for Landmen Volunteers. We had not gone on with Landmen 
Volunteers Pays before we took up the Object of the Boys. 
26. In May 1757, I wrote a Detail of our Proceedings to be preſented to his Ma- 
Jeng King George II. inwhich are theſe Words: © To feed the hungry and to clothe 
ene 1 7 who are unable to ſupport themſelves, are Virtues to which the Bleſ- 
te ſings of Heaven are promiſed. The choiceſt Beatitudes are annexed to the ſaving 
ce a Soul from Death ; but to preſerve Numbers of theſe young Perſons from the Jaws 
ce of Perdition to breed them up to the Knowledge of ſocial and religious Duties; 
ce prevent their being Diſturbers of the quiet Enjoyments of their Fellow, Subjects; 
te to preſent them the faireſt Proſpect of everlaſting Happineſs; and at length to 
ce teach thoſe, who would have been totally loſt to their Country, an Occupation 
«© on which Commerce and naval Strength depend; theſe are Objects which con- 
ce ſtitute the very Eſſence of Charity, and include the trueſt Patriotiſm. 
To enter minutely into ſo important a Subject, we ought to /ee theſe Boys, 
ce of whom ſome are infected with Diſtempers which are the frequent Attendants on 
extreme Poverty; many are polluted with Filth, and covered with Rags, the 
c very Stench of which is peſtilential: then to review them, cured of thoſe Mala- 
e dies; rendered clean, and purified; dreſſed | in the moſt proper Clothing; and 
CC made 
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ee made as new Creatures ſuch a Sight cannot but create that heart-felt Joy, which 
« dignifies our Nature, and is the trueſt Characteriſtie of Humanity. 

6 Britiſh Benevolence being thus united with native Britiſh Fire, will diffuſe. 
« the genuine Spirit of Patriotiſm through theſe Realms; and we may ſoon hope to 
<« ſee ſuch Improvement in Maritime Affairs as Poſterity, looking back, will view 
ce with equal Gratitude and Applauſe, whilſt they contemplate the ſolid Motives 
« which inſpired the People with ſo generous an Ardour in Defence of Liberty. 

If we inſtruct theſe young Perſons in the Fear of God, and at the ſame Time teach 
e their Hands to war, and their Fingers 70 Agbt, in the Cauſe of their Country, 
in the Cauſe of real and ſubſtantial Virtue, we may hope that ſuch a Conduct 
« will draw down the Mercies of Heaven on this Nation. 

Thus has the Eſtabliſhment of the Marine Society, by ſo many reſpectable 
* Perſons preſerving it under their -own immediate Care and Protection, erected a 
te ſure Aſylum and Rendezvous for many miſerable Objects, who, far from eating 
the Bread of Idleneſs, are ambitious of expoſing their Lives for the common 
ce Good. In this ſhort Time, there are already Twelve Hundred Boys“, chiefly 
ce collected in this Metropolis, to whom Phyſic has been given by this Society, 
to ſuch as required it,; Food to thoſe who were ſtarving; with Raiment and 
ee Bedding ꝓ proper for the Sea Ferre Wen for them all, as faſt as they could 

« be ſent on board the Royal Navy.“ | 

27. Theſe were the Motives of which we  madeghe wot confident public Profeſſion | 
before the Majeſty of Kings; upon this Foundation were alſo made the moſt 
liberal Benefactions: The King C. 1000, the Prince of Wales, his preſent Ma- 
Jeſty, C. 400, and her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, C. 200, 

28. If I had thought of making Reference to what paſſed in the Infancy of many 
of our preſent Governors, perhaps! it might have ſaved them and myſelf the Labour of 
inveſtigating the preſent Propoſal, of doing the very Thing which we then de- 
clared in ſuch emphatical Terms to be meant, though the preciſe Means were 
not ſpecified, Perhaps it is beſt that the Buſineſs ſhould be ſo amply inveſti- 
gated, that we may recur, with the more Energy, to thoſe Principles on which 
the Welfare of theſe Crowds of diſtreſt Boy ſo much depends; and feel ourſelves 
poſſeſſed of the ſtronger Authority to provide that Aſylum, and that Mode of In- 
ſtruction, in moral and religious Duties, to which the N Detail 1 have Juſt 
quoted refers. 8 

29. Amidſt the Din of War, and the Poverty of che Society, \ we were not able to 
form any ſuch permanent Eſtabliſhment, but we never forſook the Fries of 
Benevolence, moral and politicul, towards theſe Boys. 

30.1 find a remarkable Kind of Prediction in 1758, with felpet to the Nuinbers 
which might be fitted our. As an Encouragement to Contributions, it was 
ſuppoſed char the Object might be carried to a conſiderable Height, and that 
every Contributor might be enabled to ſay, © I was one of thoſe who was inſtru- 
e mental in bringing Ten thouſand of my Fellow Subjects into Action, a great Part 
f them ſnatched from the Faws of Hunger, Nakeaneſs, Diſeaſe, and the dreadful 
* Calamities which attend on living by Pilfering and Theft ; curing their Bodies, and 
« giving them new and proper Clothing, providing the Means of their becoming ac- 
« quainted with their ſocial Duties; and when the State wanted their Services in War, 
« ſending them, in à decent, clean, and proper Manner, on board the King's Ships.” 
And what was my Comment at that Time on my own Prediction, adopted by 

Te ONES B gs the 

Now the Number amounts to 12,500. + Bedding was given at that Time, afterwards 
required of the Officer to be given, but not underſtood to be charged to the Boy on the 40 5. Wages. 
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the Society? * Tf even 4 Child 5s lame by bis Doings, whether bis Work be pure, 
« and whether it be right, every Man who is concerned in this Work, will receive 
e Honour. There is fomething in this Undertaking which ſwells the Mind with 
Ideas of Grandeur, and yet it partakes of great Simplicity. It is attended with 
« no Circumſtances of Pomp, no Affectation of Shew; Pride and Vain-glory 
ce have done much greater Things.” Little did I then think we ſhould go ſo far 
in point of Numbers as we have done, or that ſo many of thoſe would have been ſo 
lightly regarded in our Ships; neither did 1 conceive that the Nation would have 
been generally ſo deeply involved in the calamitous Effects of Theft and Rapine, 


and the dreadful Conſequences of Ignorance and Want of Inſtruction. 


31. In 1772, when we obtained an Act of Incorporation: We deſired to“ be coun- 
ce tenanced and ſupported by the Laws of this Realm, and eſtabliſned upon a 
e reſpectable and laſting Foundation:“ And what is that reſpectable and laſting 
Foundation? What is che «Execution of our charitable Deſigns?” It is . to be 


« 2x; a Means of ſupplying his Majeſty's Ships in Time of War with Seamen, pro- 


© perly bred up and qualified for that Service.” How far others have deviated 


from this Principle, is a Queſtion of which we have declined the Inveſtigation, 


rather chuſing to look forward. Our Object is alſo the further Part of the Act, 
which is © to contribute to the commercial Intereſt of the Nation in Time of 
„ Peace, and allo aſſiſt the inward Police thereof, in providing for the te 
« and moſt dangerous Members of Society.” Theſe the Act calls © ſalutary 
« Meafures, which cannot be conducted with any Degree of Vigour, nor theſe 
e uſeful Ends obtained in their full Extent, without the Aid and Authority of 
-< Parliament.“ For. Heaven's Sake, then, let us make the Aid and Authority of 
Parliament, and our own charitable Deſigns ef breeding up Boys, to harmonize, 
making Uſe of our own Underſtandings and Freedom of Will, _ 

" The Progreſs of Time does not change the Nature of Things. We now 


ſom to unite in | Opinion: We all confirm the Firft and Second Reſolutions in the 


printed. Report of the 21ſt of July, without a ſingle Negative: We all grant that 


e our preſent Peace Eſtabliſhment is not effectual to render the Society of ſuch 


Utility to the Public,” as it might be; and that“ to ſupport its charitable 

« Views, further profitable Regulations are neceſſary.— The Fact is, that we 

cannot properly ſay we have any Peace Eftabliſhment : It is yet to be made, | 
33. Will it not be then for the Benefit of the Public to give theſe diſtreſt Boys 


ſuitable Inſtruftion how to behave themſelves to become uſeful ? What are to be 


ce the further profitable Regulations, our preſent Peace Eſtabliſhment being inef- 
« feftua},” unleſs it comprehends Inſtruction? The Fault is partly in the Boys 


themſelves : It is a Truth to which we all aſſent, that true Religion and uſe- 


ful Labour are the grand Supports of the Wenne, May we not then 
preſume, that our Community ultimately agree? | 
34- The third and laſt Reſolution contained in the printed Report of the 21ſt of 


Juby is, That Proviſion ſhall be made for inſtrufting Boys in the Duties of Reli- 


« gion.“ — This carries with it its own Vindication. It is propoſed further, 
“That they ſhall be regularly employed in ſuch Works of Manual Labour as 
% may prove the belt Preparative to -recommend them to proper Maſters, to 
te be bred up as Common Seamen.“ If they want ſuch 4 Preparative, ſhall we 
not give it them? Religione et Labore is the Motto of the Proteſtant Schools in 
Ireland: Ours is Policy and Charity united. In Effect, they ſignify the ſame Thing: 
We mean Religion and Labour. Such Boys as ours cannot be confined long to 
8 | a Book; 


„ 


Book; nor is it proper they ſhould : They muſt employ their Hands as well 5 


their Heads; and we muſt recur to Firſt Principles to render our Work in any De- 
gree regular, orderly, and completely uſeful. To ſuppoſe our Work done by 


waſhing a Boy's Skin, or covering his Back, and ſending him without Inſtruction 
to a Maſter, can anſwer our good Purpoſe only in Part. 


35. The Reſolution has a Tendency to the main Queſtion, concerning the 


c building a fit and proper Houſe, with Land adjoining.” True: It has ſuch a 
Tendency.; and upon what Principle? That ſuch Boys cannot be confined to a 
City Houſe, nor where they cannot be employed in manual Labour ſuited to their 
Condition. The Queſtion may be—Is that ſo proper a Method as ſome other 
Expedients that may be ſuggeſted ? What other Expedients may be propoſed, 
is in the Breaſt of thoſe who mean to propoſe them, and ſubmit their Conſiſtency 
to Enquiry : I have not heard of any other that promiſes any Thing ſolid. | 
36. This third Reſolution is treated with Reſpect: It is not negatived, but only 
| ſtands over for further Conſideration for the Quarterly Court, in Oober next. 
By that Time; it may be preſumed, the Governors of this Inſtitution will be 
more generally informed of the Nature of the Queſtion reſpecting Infru?ion, La- 
bour, and Habit; how the right Thing may be done in the moſt conſiſtent and ef. 


fetual Manner, Regard being had to a permanent conſiſtent Eſtabliſhment . Peace 
and War. 


27. It is obvious, that the 8 which is beſt calculated for the warm. 


nency of the Inſtitution, muſt comprehend the Conveniences neceſſary to con- 


duct it in Peace and Mar: For, let War come when it may, the Facility of 


Inſtitution a Conveniences, 
primary Conſideration, 


38. The Part relating to the Landmen Volunteers, to whom we gave A 
Bounty in Clothing in Time of War, will be affected by the Improvement pro- 


poſed, ſo much for the better, as the Inſtitution will be rendered permanent, and 
be ready in all future Times of War. The Branch relating to the poor and diſ- 


treſſed Boys will be very much facilitated in Time of War, as well as Peace, from 


the great Conveniences derived from it. And what is of ſtill greater Moment 


to War, the Inſtruction given, the Conveniences provided, 
Eſtimation in which the Society may be held by proceeding on ſuch a regular 
Syſtem, will probably be inſtrumental in obtaining ſuch Naval Regulations, relat- 
ing to. Servants of Officers, whether by making them a Part of the Crew, or by 
any Method the Wiſdom of Government may ſuggeſt, as will render our Inſtitution 


reſpectable and permapent. This may eſtabliſn a regular Syſtem of providing far 


Poor Boys in the King's Ships, and be effectual to a real Nurſery of Seamen. 
If this is made a /ubBantial National Object, it will be ſecured to Poſterity 
by the ſtrongeſt reciprocal Ties. If-it may be ſo rendered, why ſhould the So- 
- ciety fall ſhort of its Object? If we ſhew Reſpe& for ourſelves and our Boys, 
others will reſpect us. We ſhall riſe in Eſteem, and not fink in Shallows. This 


is ſelf evident, and it is the principal Object which we are to purſue, obtain, and * 
guard. < 


39. Thoſe who ave made themſelves acquainted with what has paſſed during 
the two laſt Wars, will join moſt heartily in the Improvement propoſed, on the great 
Principle of being the better able to make Conditions for the Boys, in order to 


their . 


and the .general 
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, their being properly uſhered into the World. But unleſs we render our Boys more 
reſpectable, by the Inſtruction which we can give them, it may be feared, that 
we ſhall not be able to perform our Duty to them nor the Public. Whatever Me- 
thods may be adopted to procure good Maſters, it belongs to us to make the | 
Boys worthy of ſuch Maſters. 

40. In this great View, more is indeed comprehended, reſpecting Joftice i in ee 

Sight of God.and-our-Country, than our Governors can be ſuppoſed to diſcover, 

till they are informed of Fals, and look back to the Origin, and forward ta 

. the general State of the Inſtitution reſpecting the Principles on which it was found- 
ed, viz, the Care of the Boys, conſidering the deplorable State in which the 

great Majority of them was found, and is now found: We can hardly do toe 

much for them, nor ſhew too much Reſpect to the Safety of our Fellow-Citizens, 

who may be injured by them, or ſome of. them. IK ve de n not the Duty we ori- 

| :ginally profeſſed, we fall ſhort of our Object. 

41. Whatever Opinion the Diſſipation of the Times may give 1 for, con- 

cerning Iſtruction, as if our Country were no longer capable of digeſting the Remedy 

of her moral Diſeaſe, I am far from thinking our national Situation ſo deplorable. 

The greater the Novelty of Inſtruction to certain Claſſes of the Poor and Unletter- 

ed, the greater the Misfortune to the Land; ſo far, I mean, as a due Knowledge 

85 of Religion is neceſſary. Thoſe muſt have a mean Opinion of the Power of Mo- 
rals in. the Government of Mankind, who conceive that the Infant Mind is not ſuſ- 
ceptible of right Impreſſions, among the Poor as well as the Opulent. When In- 
ſtruction comes recommended with a Suavity of Manner, as well as a Strength of 
Argument, it can never be totally loſt while Men retain any Hopes or Fears with 
reſpect to either World. The Fallacy of the Doctrine muſt be on the Side of 
thoſe who apprebend, if if uch there art, that our Society has een to do 0 the 
Morals of our Boys. 2 IA 

| Ingenuouſneſs is as much the Property * the literate as of che Lud, - This 
Boe Humility of the one may be ſer againſt the Pride of the other. It is the Founda- 

tion of Obedience to Parents, Maſters, and Teachers. Pride only can prevent the 

Power of diſcerning, that Man cannot know what he was never taught. 

Inſtrutlion. is the Foundation of all civilized Government. Attention to Leſſons 

on which the Happineſs of both Worlds depends, may and ought to be ex- 
pected from the great Majority of our Youth, of all Conditions. If ſuch Leſſons 
are not given them, the Fault is in thoſe whom Providence has ſet over them. — 
Where the imitative Powers are called forth, an Emulation will be raiſed: A 
Habit of religious Exerciſes, ſuited to the inferior Claſſes, and interwoven with 
Proper manual Labour, makes an Impreſſion which is very rarely entirely effaced. 
This is what I recommend, confident of its happy Effects, and as congenial with 
the fundamental Principles of our uſeful and benevolent Inſtitution. 

42. Every Thing that we now do, may be indubitably better done, if we had 
more Conveniences, even for ſuch ſober Lads as have had ſome Education, 
or being grown *to {the Age of Fifteen Years, and having acquired a Degree of 
Seamanthip, and eome to our Office to be placed out in the Merchant Ser- 
vice, the Coaſting Trade, Colliery, or Fiſheries. But theſe ought not to be 
conſidered ſo much our proper Objects, as diſtreſt Boys of Twelve to Four- 
teen Years of Age, ſofficiently grown to be ſent to Sea, and of a proper Age 
to learn the Duty of a Seaman. Theſe conſtitute the great Majority, and 
ought moſt to engage our Attention, agreeable to the fundamental Principles of 
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our Inſtitution. They are in the TPA and leaſt inſtructed State, and conſequent- : 
ly moſt in Danger of becoming Victims to the Laws. How many of ſuch in this, 
Metropolis are already initiated into the Art and Myſtery of pilfering, -as a Pre- 
lude to more dire Events, may not be eaſily traced out. Shall our Community neglect. 
any Means which are in our Power to guard our Country and ah her Chil- 
dren, ſo expoſed to temporal and eternal Miſery ? | 

43. Abſtracted from the eminent Advantages of giving Inflrudtion, the Conve- 
niencies we ſtand in need of, in Time of War, are, 

1. A Room for lodging ſuch Boys as came to us in a ſickly diſtreſſed Condition. 

2. A Room for ſuch as have the Itch, or ſuch Kind of Diſorder. 

3. A Room for the Convaleſcent. 

4. A Room to lodge Boys in Health who Weg no > Home, for the few Days n ne- 
ceſſary before they can be ſent to the reſpective Maſters by whom they are 
requeſted. 

'The whole Space for ſuch Services, at ' preſent, conſiſts in one Room of ſmall 

Dimenſion. Such Contraction of our Powers can never promote the Intereſt of our 
Objects, nor recommend ourſelves to ſuch Advantages as we * enjoy for the 
Advancement of the public Welfare. 

I reaſon alſo on the Preſumption, that in any future War, if wwe do our Part 
in a complete Manner, a Naval Regulation will take Place, as already obſerved, 
in Favour of theſe young Volunteers, who may be made a Part of the g and 
in good Time contribute to our naval Strength. _ 1 

44. And what are our local Wants in Time of Peace, relating to the et Article of 
inſtructing the Ignorant and Undiſciplined, and thoſe who are inclined to Wicked- 
_ neſs? Will it not be for our Honour to put ourſelves in a Condition of recommend-. 
ing them ? How deſirable ſoever this may be; how conſonant ſoever to the 

Common Senſe and Practice of Mankind in reſpe& to young Perſons, and 
congenial to our Inſtitution ; in our preſent local Situation we cannot attempt any 
uch Trial: We have no 9 for 1 . 1 this a Situation for lock a So- 
ciety to be in? 1 
455 . Let us ſuppoſe ourſelves able to 3 to Maſters, who want Apprentices, 
and ſeek for them, becauſe they want them, a gallant Row of Forty Boys, in full 
Health, properly clothed: And, let me add, that we are able to ſpeak to the Cha- 
rafter and Ability of every Boy ; can the Benefit of ſuch an Economy be for a 
Moment doubted of ?—Irt is our Duty to ſtudy our Object, and be competent to 
it, in all its complicated Parts; not leave it to the precarious Iſſue of a half-di- 
| geſted, unſyſtematized Plan, now that it is in our Power to render it complete, If. 
we can do a greater Good to the Community than we have done: If acting 
upon a more liberal, reg ular Plan of Diſcipline, we can advance the public Wel- 
fare, in a greater Degree, ſhall we not do it? Can it be doubted but that we might 
be more eſteemed, more : ſought for ; and, in the Iſſue, our Labours rendered more 
proſperous? 

46. The preſent local Refidence of the Society amounts to a good Court Room, 
Compting-Houſe, Rendezvous Room, and Waſhing Place for clothing the Boys; 
but it has no Mode of congregating Boys in Numbers, ſo as to ſhew thenr to any 
Advantage, We have not been, till this Time, in any Capacity of having ſuch 
Conveniencies as may anſwer all our good Purpoſes upon a regular Plan, to obtain 
* ſuch a Preference as we aſpire at, In the rude State in which we find our Objects, 


"they cannot be ſuppoſed to be generally acceptable: It i 15 our proper Buſineſs to 
pbt them in a better Condition, 
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47. Further, we may eonfider the Society as ſtanding in Need of a local Elb. 

Rſament, ſuited to the Magnitude and Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Maritime Institution, 

whether in Peace or War. By its Regularity and good Example as a Society, we 
might diffuſe a Maritime Spirit through theſe Realms. It is now equal, in pecu- 
niary Power, to the Execution of the Deſign, upon the ſafeſt Principles, and when 
it is executed, it will the more eaſily find a fit Support. | 

- 48. Thoſe who are well acquainted with the Nature of our Object, will eafily 
diſcover the Power and Satisfaction arifing from good Order and Diſcipline, Fide- 
lity to Mafters, the Reputation of the Boys; and, in general, the generous Pur- 
poſes of our Community. It can never be imagined that theſe are Words of little 
or no Meaning. We are all in earneſt, intending to be real Friends to our Boys, 
in the beſt Manner, ſuited to their Condition. Providence has put it in our Power 
to befriend them ; and to ſecure their Fortunes by Sea or Land, is our Obje&, Let 
us act up to our own Principles, and hazard nothing which we can avoid with re- 
gard to the Efteem of our Fellow Subjects, from whence our Ability muſt ariſe, 

49. Though in every View we remain as the Children of Providence, courting 
the parental Smiles and pecuniary Affiftance of our Fellow Subjects, we may be 
the more certain of thoſe Smiles, in Proportion to the good they receive from 

us, and ſo far as we promote Seamanſbip. If by our Efforts we are alſo in- 
ſtrumental in inſtructing a Number of Boys, who might otherwiſe become the hoſ- 
tile Invaders of the moſt ſacred Rights of ſuch Fellow- Subjects, we ſhall be accept- 
able to them. This Argument | is ſo deeply faunded in the Principles of true Self- 
Love and Self- Preſetvation, it would be an unfortunate Event to withhold our 
Aſſent to any ſuch Improvement and Enlargement of our Abilities to do good: It 
. run us on a Rock, inſtead of helping us forward with a proſperous Gale! 

50. It is acknowledged by our Corporation, without a Negative, ay that a more 

40 profitable Regulation, to render us of Utility to the Public, is wanting.” I am 
now pointing out the obvious and moſt conſiſtent Method by which we may find 
chat more profitable Regulation. 
51. If it is fit and proper that theſe Boys ſhould know their Duty to God and 
their Neighbour, and we take them under our Protection, and find them extremely 
ignorant, and in bad Habits, it is our Duty to inform them, and put them into 
good Habits, as they will be of more fubſtantial Uſe in War and Peace. If to 
become good Subjects and truſty Seamen, theſe Boys fhould be reſtrained by ſome 
: Principle, and taught Order and Diſcipline, if we leave Gem unreſtrained and un- 
taught it will be our Fault, not theirs. 

52. If ExPERIENCE teaches us, that leaving them in that Manner, E OR 
Tenders them worthleſs, and of little Valve to the Community, and conſequently | 
that our Time and Money, in ſuch Caſe, are fo far loſt ; to avail ourſelves of ſuch 
Experience, and reſtore Things to their proper Principles, becomes a Duty, 

53. If to employ Part of the Time of theſe Boys in manual Labour, ſuited to 
active Life, is neceſſary to facilitate the Conveyance of Inſtruction, it ſeems high- 
ly reaſonable that ſuch Labour ſhould be provided, and that this ſhould be done 
under ſuch a local Eſtabliſhment as makes it praficable. 

54. If Inſtruction, attended by manual Labour, will to all Appearance prove the 
beft Preparative to recommend Boys more generally to good Maſters, and furniſh 
a good Example to thoſe who are in great Danger, by the Force of Idleneſs, 
of 1 Victims to the Laws, every Motive of Mercy and Policy pleads 
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Nronghy that we ſhould furniſh ſuch an Example. If this may operate on great Num- 
bers who may never enter our Doors, ſo public an Object, in the Maritime Line, 
muſt have a happy Influence ; it muſt be important to the Community. 

"68, Ih regard to our Fellow Governors and Colleagues, to whom the firſt Con- 
ſideration is due, it is a Duty to inform them, in the moſt authentic Manner, 
upon what Ground our Income ſtands, and how it is tenable. In the compara- , 
tive View of the Concluſion of the former War, at that Period of our Hiſtory i 
the Subſcriptions declined, and at length, for ſome Years, were nearly totally loſt. - 
We now ſtand on much ſtronger Ground, from the Magnitude of our Object; 
but it is preſumed that we ſhould do a proportionable G to the 5 
according to the Kindneſs ſhewn us. 

The beſt Method we can now purſue to preſerve our Subſcriptions alive, viz. 
Lo per Ann. is to execute a Plan of the moſt gſeful and neceſſary Kind, 
for preſerving our Boys. from the Gallows, and our Fellow Citizens from being 
invaded by freſh Recruits for thoſe Armies of Thieves, which may be ſaid, almoſt 
without a Fi igure, to be on Foot in the Heart of our Country; and to keep ſach. 
Boys employed is neceſſary, #1 till ſent into Service, 

56. Prudence requires our proceeding with Reference to 2 and Leſſons 
drawn from Experience, to recommend ourſelves, We ſtand in Need of a regu- 
lar digeſted Syſtem of Order and Diſcipline, by which we may render our Objects 
valuable. One good Boy is worth twenty bad ones. We could not obtain ſo 
deſirable an End during the former Peace, becauſe we had not the pecuniary 
Means. If we now form our Plan, and accommodate it to Circumſtances, the 
Chance of Succeſs will be much in our Favour, 

57. Let us view our Object in the Light of Prudence with regard to a . 

cious Expenditure of Money. We ought to conſider, that we can hardly pay too 

much for good Order, Inſtruction, Diſcipline, and Character. Theſe are much 
wanted, to give our Objects juſt Impreſſions of what belongs to their Welfare and 

Happinefs. What is the Rule of Conduct of every wiſe Government? It pro- bn 
vides for its own Safety and Welfare. If a Fortification is thought neceſſary, 

it is made. If a Magazine is wanted, it is provided: All the Money of the 
State is not kept for the Pay of Soldiers or Sailors: They would be of no Uſe if 
they were not fed : They could be fed only by ſuch Proviſions as are ſtored; and 
| theſe could not be laid up without Store-houſes. The preſent Caſe bears a ſtrong 
Similitude. But there is a remarkable Diſtinction in Volunteer Service, as there is the 
ſtronger Obligation to provide every Convenience, that thoſe who conduct the 
Buſineſs may have every due Encouragement, and nothing to complain of, | 

58. The Matter has been hardly underſtood : We have not reverted enough 
to our Origin: We ſhould alſo attend to our pecuniary Ability. The Sum ne- 
ceſſary, in Addition to the net Produce of our Tenements in Biſhopſgate-Street, I 


compute may be . and that we can command. The Intereſt of 
this Sum, at the utmoſt, could it be ſecured to us at a high Rate for a Length 
of Time, is C. And what is this? Juſt Haff the Sum we now receive by 


Annual Suberiptions ; and which if we do the Good propoſed, we may continue to 
receive. If we do but little of eſſential Benefit to the Community, we may loſe 4 
large Portion of them, as happened at the Cloſe of the former War. Nor ſhould 
we forget that annual Subſcriptions remind the Opulent of Begueſts If our De- 
ſervings will riſe in Eſtimation, in Proportion as we form a regular Syſtem, by Parity 
8 of 
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of Reaſon we ſhall be conſidered as worthy of Remembrance, in a Political as well 
as a moral View, from Generation to Generation, and become as important as the 
moſt benevolent Inſtitution in the Kingdom. 

59. We are yet in a State of Youth : With regard to what may be done, we 

muſt look forward with a generous Eye to Maturity. Though we bear Date from 

1756, we have yet hardly done any Thing, in Time of Peace. It cannot be ſaid 

that we have not brought our Object to Perfection, through any Fault of ours; 
bdut that Time and Chance have not favoured us till this Time. 

60. Here I muſt beg Leave to obſerve on the Societies which have followed 
ours, as the Hibernian Marine Society of Dublin: This entertains One Hundred and 
Fifty-four Boys at this Time, the Sons of Seamen, and intended for common Sea- 
men, though ſome few of extraordinary Genius are inſtructed in the Art of Navi- 
gation. Every Boy, a Month ſince, was in vigorous Health. 

The Briſtol Marine Society, lately eſtabliſhed, by their Reſolutions, Art. Ul. 

; fay, « When the Finances of the Society will admit thereof, it may be ex- 
*« pedient to procure a Place: for the Reception of the Boys, till ſuch Time 
ce as proper Maſters can be provided.“ It ſeems as if they had adopted the Sen- 
timent we have advanced, even in the Words uſed. Art. IV. fays, © That it will 
te then be right to allow certain Rewards to ſuch Youths as conduct themſelves 
e to the Approbation of their Maſters and the Society, and provide Inſtruction © 

© jn the Naval Sciences for thoſe who may appear deſerving thereof.” Here is 
an Expreſſion of a liberal Sentiment, which does Honour to the Merchants and 
others of the Briſtol Marine Society. In our Thouſands of Boys, we have not had 

a fair Opportunity of acting in Concert with the Freedom and Generoſity of our 
Country, to make ſuch Diſtinction as Policy requires. Let us begin: Our Chil- 

| dren, as well as ourſelves, will feel the happy Fruits of our Humanity, Regard 

to Private Merit, and the Public Intereſt. Let us domeſticate our Objects more, 

. and we ſhall be more heartily concerned in their Welfare, and they in ours. The 
Connection will not fail of producing many great and good Effects, though it 
muſt be obſerved, that we aſpire at nothing above common Seamanſhip. 

61. With regard to Attendance on our Object; if we make ſuch a Reform as is me- 

Wt Attated, ſhall we Londoners ſuppoſe that we have loſt our Zeal for Public Good? 

1 Where there is real Buſineſs to attend to, there Entertainment will be found, I 

know what the preſent Attendance amounts to; and am convinced, that where 

| 1 | there is an intereſting Scene, and the Conduct of Forty Boys to be enquired into, 

[ | and the preparing them to ſerve God and their Country, there will be a ſtrong at- 

1 | | tractive Power: And though the Diſtance ſhould be Twenty Minutes greater from 

| 4 the Royal Exchange, our Children, and Childrens' Children, will aſſuredly be 

1 more intereſted in ſuch a Deſign, than ſimply in putting @ blue Jacket on a Boy's 

RE Back, and thinking no more about him, except it may be when we hear of Com- 

it [| | pPplwkwͤaints from his Maſter. This cannot be for the Honour of our Country, nor 

1 an effectual Preparation of young Men well diſciplined as Mariners, for War 

| 1 q or Commerce; nor can it provide for the Safety of ſober Citizens in the Article of 

lj [| our Police. If Inſtruction in the Duties of Religion; if a Habit of manual La- 
| [| bour ; if a regular Syſtem of Oeconomy, are neceſſary to bring our Inſtitution 
i into a ſubſtantial and permanent Form, let us not delay fo i a Duty to our 


Country. Let us not leave our own Children any Reaſon to complain of us, 
| nor 
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to the Importance of our Object. 


62. For the ſame Reaſon that every wiſe Man, gen at an advanced Age, 
feels his Life ebb out, and ſubmits to the Order of Nature, he conſiders his 


Country under the Care of Heaven, as coæval with Time. Some of us may not 


live Forty-nine Days; but we ſhould not be therefore contented with the Tenure 


of a Houſe ſo inadequate to our Object, having no longer Time to run than 


p Forty-nine Years. Are we then to hold our local Eſtabliſhment, and ſubmit to 
pay for it a ſecond Time? We did what was right when we built it; and we 


ſuffer no Loſs. But now that we are qualified to have an ample Tenement in 


every Reſpect ſuitable, upon a Tenure perhaps of Nine Hundred and Ninety-nine 


Years, why ſhould we not have it? 


63. It is moreover the Duty of Subjects, in a e View, to conſider how 
to render every national Object permanent. Men of liberal Minds and liberal 


Fortunes, ſuch as the Governors of the Corporation of the Marine Society, ſhould 


expand their Thoughts to the Security of a local Eſtabliſhment, competent for all 
their good Purpoſes. We ſhould conſider our Corporation, as far as any Com- 
pariſon will hold, immortal as our Souls, and render our Object complete i in all 4 its 


Parts. 


64. If Maritime Strength is our Palladium as a a Nation ; ; if it is the Inſtrument 
in the Hand of Providence by which we muſt ſtand or fall; if our Corporation 
1s to conſider, not the Appearance of the Part it acts, but the Subſtance of our 


: Enterprize, we are to render it as ſubſtantially ſerviceable as poſſible. 
. highly probable that our Example will diffuſe its Influence through 


the Realm, in all the Maritime Towns of Note; and this ought to excite a * 


nerous Pride, not to be in any Reſpect out- done. We who are Inhabitants 


of the Seat of Empire, ſhould be attentive to maintain our Superiority, The 
| Principles of our political Conſtitution lead us, in the moſt direct View, to main- 
rain it, in the beſt Manner, for preſerving the Objects of our Charity: And 
of all the Honours due to Philanthropy, and the Friendſhip which Public Love 


may challenge, no Object can be more diſtinguiſhed than the Care of the ri/ing 


Generation, who may fight our Battles !—If for this Purpoſe they ſhould be early 
taught, and trained by Diſcipline, let ſober Argument and ſound Senſe be our 
Rule of Conduct. Theſe will teach xs to correct whatever we find amiſs. Peace, 
Leiſure, and Public Love, inſtruct «4s what to do. Our pecuniary Ability calls 


on us to exerciſe our Judgment and our Hearts. The Improvement propoſed is 


of the ſober, diſcreet, politic Kind, in Vindication of the moral Principles on 
which all Government, and the Proſperity of Nations are founded, that is, pruden- 


tial, virtuous Efforts, to correct ill Manners, and cultivate a Senſe of moral Rec- 
titude: Theſe can never miſlead us: And as our Society makes an Offering of its 
Services to the Public, let us make thoſe Services as uſeful and many as they are 
pure and diſintereſted. 

66. It is my Duty, as your aalty Friend and faithful Servant, IO no- 
thing to apprehend or deſire in relation to myſelf, to give you my Thoughts 
with all Freedom. I have examined them with Labour and Preciſion, un- 
conſcious that the Strength of my Judgment fails me. I eſteem it a Duty c 


God and my Country to give the Sentiments and Informations contained in 


thele Sheets; and may He, who alone is able to enlighten the Mind of Man, 
D lead 


nor theſe Boys, being under our Protection, and becoming our Children, any 
Reaſon to reproach us for a partial Concern for them, or in Effect a a Hmid Regard s 


* 
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lead and direct us in the true Path, to guard and defend the Objefts of our 
Charity, and keep our Corporation, and the Individuals who compoſe it, 
his Almighty Protection! 
What Difficulties we have encountered; how we have ſtrove to make an effftual 
Proviſion for theſe Boys; and how the Manners and Propenſities of the Times 
have militated againſt the Improvements meditated, would make an unpleaſing De- 
tail. Men of the beſt Hearts are often reluctant in believing whatever makes againſt 
: their favourite Wiſhes; and it requires Time and Labour to make ourſelves ac- 
gquainted with the real Hiſtory of Life in certain Walks of it, eſpecially if theſe 
are diſtant from our View. Others, of the pureſt Intentions and better informed, 
are ſlow in complaining of Evils which they think out of their Reach to remedy. 
Time brings all Things to Maturity; and that which could not be accompliſhed 
at one Period, may be practicable at another 
Though I have given fo ample a Detail of Reaſons Auen from Ekpttincs, I 
muſt appeal to your Memory and Recollection of Facts on Record, how uniform 
we have been in all our Publications, on the unnumbered Occaſions in which 
ve have found it neceſſary to draw the Attention of Individuals. This has been 
demonſtrable by the Event: I have never known them fail of Succeſs. Our Ap- 
plications have been well timed, and intereſted the Heart as well as Undernanding 
of our Fellow Subjects in Behalf of our Boys. 
Our Rules and Orders, in the 4to, 8vo, and 12mo Editions, have ſpoken the 
Language of Believers in Chriſt, What anxious Efforts . to obtain 
a decent Conformity to our Rules, on the Part of the Officers to m the Boys 
were ſent, is well underſtood by thoſe who conducted the Buſineſs. So far back as 
May 1760, I find a Letter addreſſed to us, ſigned N. T. X. giving a moſt hor- 
rible Deſcription, not of thoſe who ſhould have ordered and regulated the 
Boys, bur of the Boys themſelves. The Anſwer made to it attempted to prove 
it could not be a true Picture in all its Parts; but ſubſequent Events during 
the laſt War have afforded Reaſon to believe, that it is now become our Duty to 
look forward, and guard our Object at all Points. The Taſk we have undertaken, 
if executed properly, does not require a Power of Declamation, but a ſubſtantial 
Tnveſtigation, founded on a Knowledge of the Subject, in all its complicated Parts. 
The great Object is to ſtamp a higher Value on the Boys by the Force of Inſtruc- 
tion, and by ſeeking proper public Regulations when we ſupply the Service, that this 
choice Production of Nature, the riſing Generation of the aDouring Poor, may be 
properly uſhered into Life. | 
It is remarked, in the Introduction to our Rules and Orders, 8vo Edit, 1760, | 
that Procraſlination has made more Beggars, ſpoiled more good Projects for the 
* Welfare of Mankind, and ruined more Souls, than all the Crimes committed 
* fince the firſt Tranſgreſſion of the Divine Commandment ;” and that, “ in tem- 
100 * poral as well as ſpiritual Concerns, if we do not ſometimes examine our In- 
1m * ftrufions, we ſhall probably go too faſt or too ſlow.” There might be particu. 
Wh. = | lar Reaſons for theſe Remarks: But the Fact is, we were not, at that Period, in any 
Il 1 Degree of pecuniary Strength to do what might be then thought neceſſary; and, 
101 , amidſt the Din of War, and the Parade of Nombers, Attention to Morals, the 
Duties of Humanity, and the Events of Things, are not always the firſt Conſider. 
ations. It is obvious, that Inatlention may fruſtrate the beſt concerted Deſigns for 
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In ſo enlightened an Age as the preſent, it may be always hoped, that whatever 
regards the Duties of good Policy and Humanity, will ultimately take Place. In 
dur Volunteer Service, with Volunteers of ſo juvenile an Age, as our poor Boys, we 


never knew how to enforce the Terror of Laws. The more ignorant and undiſci- 


plined theſe diſtreſſed Objects were found to be; and the leſs attentive the Maſters 
were, notwithſtanding their Requeſt to us for them, the greater was the Difficulty, 
of bringing Things into a regular Syſtem, 


On our Part, ſo far as we profeſſed, and depended on us, we have no Reaſon 


to accuſe ourſelves : At the ſame Time it muſt be acknowledged, that 1t could 
"or avail much, merely to tell a Boy, as we do in our Inftrufions : 


* You cannot expect to proſper unleſs you ſerve your Maſter faithfully ; and 


vou will hardly be faithful to him, unleſs you obey the Commandments of Ged. 
Remember, my Bey, it will avail you but little to learn how to get your Bread, 


* to keep your Body from periſhing with Hunger, if at the ſame Time you negleR 
** your Duty to Ged, and leave your Soul to periſh for ever !” 


To take a retroſpective View of the Principles on which our Inſtitution was 


founded, we muſt have Recourſe to our Books, How much we were anxious to 


diffuſe a Spirit of Piety and Humanity, as well as Policy and Valour, as we felt them 
in our own Breaſt, We conſidered Religion as the Baſis of Charity, as well as of ſober: 
Conduct; and that a Reverence for both is the only true Foundation of Diſcipline. 


The Preface and Dedication of the Abſtra# of the ſacred Writings, which I ſolicited 


the Reverend Mr. Sellon to digeſt, and which was printed for the Uſe of our Boys, 


ſpeak the Language of our Hearts: In theſe we find thoſe pure and diſintereſted 
Sentiments which gave us Reputation with our Fellow Subjects, and afforded Rea- 


ſon to hope we might one Day obtain the Means of eſtabliſhing our Joſtitution on 
the moſt permanent Principles. 


„The Preface ſays, A little Obſervation upon the preſent State of na will 


convince us, that there is much more of the Form than of the Power of it amongſt 
us; while we can have no Doubt of our Obligation, as far as our Influence 8 
to promote the Life and Subſtance of it, and to make Men real, inſtead of merely 


4 


* nominal Chriſtians, It is an unhappy Caſe, when they, who have the training 


** up of the loweſt, but moſt numerous Part of the Community, fall ſhort of that 
'* emportant Truſt ; yet there is Reaſon to apprehend the Failure ariſes not ſo much 


6 * from the Want of Capacity in thoſe who are to learn, as from the Want of Skill 
* in thoſe who are to teach.“ 


| Every Thing has its Bounds ! ExpeAtation mult be built on Reaſen and 3 
ence. If the Maſter was not attentive to his Part; if the Boy could not, or would 
not read; if we took not, or could not take any Method by which the Boy could 
be put in a Habit of goed Order and Diſcipline, what could be the Iſſue? Our literary 
Inſtructions may not have been totally loſt, either on the Boys or Landmen Volun- 
teers, by Sea or Land; for I never yet found any of our Books in a Stall, though 
much better Books are found there. We are now 10 look forward, and adapt our Plan' 
to a Syſtem ſuited to Peace and War, and make reaſonable Conditions of ſome Kind 
or other with thoſe who requeſt our Services. Agreements are made 1n the Mer-. 

chants Service, the Coaſting Trade, Collieries, and Fiſheries. 
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e the hiſtorical and doctrinal Parts of Scripture, in a plain intelligible Manner; 


1 6 1 3 


Upon this I am to obſerve, that the Difficulty which ſome conceive in convey- 
ing any Knowledge of Good and Evil into the Minds of Boys, whoſe Manners are 


too rude to ſu ppoſe them capable of receiving any ſuch Impreſſions, is rather founded 
on 


the Apprehenſions of the Timid, the Indolent, or Impatient, who do not conſider: 


what human Nature is, than in any other Cauſe. There are ſome general Rules 


which ought to be obſerved in every Attempt to teach young Perſons, If Atten- 
tion ãs paid to the Powers of Memory and Comprehenſion, all the Inſtruction re- 
quired, or neceſſary. for the lower Claſſes, of the moral and religious Kind, may be 


rendered pleaſant. Where there are no falſe Prejudices, though bad Habits may be 
contracted, nothing ꝓroves more natural to the Soul than Religion. 
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T Preface goes on: To find proper yet plain Worgs to convey true Ideas 5 
* to ſuit our Expreſſions and Addreſſes to the Temper and Apprehenſion, is the 
great Object. No Inſtruction can be profitable, if it is not comprehended, or 
if it wearies, embarraſſes, or miſleads. A Teacher cannot be too intelligible: 
He ſhould explain every Term and Phraſe which occurs; he ſhould not let a 
Thought or a Word paſs, till it be underſtood; he ſhould clear every Step of 
the Way as he proceeds, and lead his N gently by the Hand, rn one De- 
gree of Knowledge to another.“ 


To endeavour to inſpire young Perſons with an Opinion, that learning any This 


from a Book is not Labour, may be difficult; but if it is blended with manual La- 
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bour, or active Exerciſes, they will perform this Taſk the more eaſily. They may 


all Events © be fortified againſt the Contagion of falſe Prejudices and vicious 
* Cuſtoms; and be at leaſt confirmed | in one important Truth, That Virtue i is the 
real Good of Man.” 


Knowledge which does not perplex the Thoughts, becomes pleaſant to the 
Soul, and the Mind ſeeks after it with Greedineſs. The accuſtomed Mode of 


d uſing the Bible, and requiring young Perſons to read difficult. and obſcure Paſ- 


ſages, before they can have the leaſt Conception of the Meaning, will make 
them conſider it as a burdenſome and grievous Taſk, and naturally create a Diſ- 
like to the Book, which it ſhould be their greateſt Joy to peruſe; and too many, 
alas ! of all Conditions, have contracted a Prejudice e it in dd "Toth, 


© which has remained through all their Lives.“ 


The Preface ſays further, ** The Deſign of the Book i is to give a 8 Idea a 


to infuſe into the tender Breaſt ſome ſmall Taſte and Reliſh for the Oracles of : 
Truth, and to kindle and cheriſh a Deſire of improving in ſpiritual Knowledge. 
It is Deſire which ſtirs up all the Powers of human Nature to their proper Ex- 
erciſe, and excites thoſe bn and earneſt Endeavours which enſure Suc- 
* 


The Diſcipline, Peace, and RED Order of the Community, depends c on the Con- 


veyance of Inſtruftion. The Dedication ſays, © There cannot be a more generous 


and commendable Diſpoſition in the human Mind, than a ſolicitous Concern for 
the Welfare of others, and the Proſperity of the World; ſo that the beſt Service 
we can render to that important Intereſt, is to promote the Cauſe of Religion, 
and to make Men wiſer and better; to cultivate the Knowledge of plain Virtue 
among the Poor, and cheriſh the Spirit of Truth and Induſtry among them. 
The moſt able Philoſophers and Lawgivers always conſidered the Inſtruction of 
Youth, underſtood to be ſuited to their Condition, as the moſt certain Source 
of national Welfare; and, in ſome Countries, the Children were removed, in 


former 
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** Ages, from the Care of their own Parents, and brought up under a re- 
gular. Diſcipline, eſtabliſhed.at the public Expence. 
The many wiſe and pious Inſtitutions which riſe up and flouriſh amongſt us, 
bear ſome Reſemblance to this Pattern, and are happily calculated, not only for 
the temporal Relief, but for. the eternal Bengfit of our Fellow Creatures. 
Gentlemen, who, from a real Regard to the general Good, ſtand forth as Go 
vernors and Truſtees of Charities, -and ſuperintend theſe Labours of Love, become 
the Guardians of the Souls of the Poor as well as of their Bodies. It is in their 
Power, it is their Duty to appoint proper Officers and Maſters, and to inſpect their 
Conduct; to preſcribe the Methods of Inſtruction, and put uſeful Books into their 
Hands; that fo the Hearts and Underſtandings of thoſe, who are Partakers of their 
Bounty, may be formed to Piety and Goodneſs, and be fitted for the different Employ- 
ments to which it ſhall pleaſe God to call them, —* The New Teſtament contains the 
* Words of eternal Life. It has God, for its Author, Salvation for its End; and 
Truth, without any Mixture of Errot, for its Matter v. The Abridgment of the 
ſacred Hiſtory is intended to make the Way plain and eaſy to as much Knowledge 
as is neceſſary in their earlieſt Days. It brings the Old and New Teſtament into a 
narrow Compaſs: It is adapted to the Underſtanding and Capacity of all, in 
order to be more extenſively uſeful, If it prevents thoſe. confuſed Notions, 
which are apt to prevail upon reading the Scriptures in an irregular deſultory 
Manner; if it engages any, in their tender Years, to inquire into the Goſpel of 
Truth with Pleaſure and nn without ne and Partiality, che 
End will be anſwered.“ 

This was one of the Tracts we adopted, with a View to form a Man and a 
Chriſtian, and conſidering our Boys as rational and accountable Beings. In our 
Seaman s Chriſtian. Friend we tell him, That ** it is by the glorious Aid derived from 
Religion, that amidſt the Din of War, and the Toils of Commerce, Chearfulneſs 
and Good Humour diſplay their Joyous Banners, and give every * a N 
and pleaſing Colour. 
If Generoſity of Mind, and Willingneſs to hazard our Blood for our Country, 
entitle us to Reſpect, you have a juſt Claim. Maintain a Character by Prudence 
and ſober Conduct, being at the ſame Time active as the Bee, and 9 5 as 
e Air. 8 
K profligate worthich Fellow may ſometimes do other People Good; but if. 
he forgets himſelf, he is expoſed to Contempt, Miſery created by Vice may render 
him an Object of Compaſſion, but Applauſe, Gratitude, Afﬀettion, and Eſteem, he 
can have no Pretenſions to; and his Days are generally as ſhort as they are 
_ wretched. If you conſider your own Value in the Seht of God and Man, you 
will act like a Chriſtian.” 

This is plain Common Senſe ; and 1 do not Seamen more generally attend 
to it? Becauſe the Generality of their Officers are deficient in their Duty; but 
they find, in the Iſſue, without expecting any Miracle in Morals, there is but one 
infallible Remedy to ſupport Diſcipline, and that is Principle taught by Habit, as 
well as the Reaſon of Things. A Seaman may ſurely as eaſily learn as a Landman, 
that what is ſubſtantially good, reſults from Reaſon and Religion ; and what is bad, 
from Jgnorance, Caprice, or Vice. | 
Our Inſtructions to the Boys are replete with Admonitions Tn from Know- 
ledge of what their Duty to God, their Maſter, and their Officer, requires: And 
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after all that we can ſay of a Chriſtian Nation, or as Individuals who compoſe it, he 

who means to die the Death of the Righteous, and to entertain the joyful Hopes 
of a glorious Immortality, muſt live the Life of the Righteous ; and whoever moves 
in a Sphere above the Vulgar, muſt employ his Talents accordingly ; and if he 
does not, there is a God who judges the World, and he muſt ſtand to the Event, If 
Ignorance and Profaneneſs, Idleneſs, Levity, or cold Indifference, are ſo much the 
Idols of a large Part of the People, thoſe who wiſh to ſee the ſincere Worſhip of 
the God of our Fathers eſtabliſhed in the Land, muſt exert themſelves. When 

Prudence requires Caution, it is the Fortreſs of Wiſdom ; when | it requires Attion, 

2 Pear betrays the Succours of Reaſon and Religion. 

We are all haſtening to our End, but having firſt a Taft aſſigned us. Our Frater- 
nity is now fortunate in a moſt favourable Opportunity of preparing to do Good 
in a moſt eſſential Article; Good to ourſelves, Good to our Objects, Good to our 
Country; and we may do it conſiſtently with all the Rules of human Prudence: 
Let us, for the Sake of Heaven, embrace it with our whole Heart and Spirit, and, 

4s it were, with One Soul! This is the Way to do à great and acceptable Service to 
our Country. We have been hitherto remarkably unanimous, and have derived 
Strength from our Unanimity ; and, it may be hoped, we ſhall till purſue: the 
ſame happy Principle : That which is not ſuited to render our Object valuable, 
which Time has diſcovered, muſt in the Event prove Weakneſs. And if thoſe 

| who run may read and comprehend, let us ſhew whoſe we are, and act like Our- 
felves ! 

It is not any one's perſonal Labours and Pre-eminence in Toil to which I allude, 
but the ſubſtantial Merits of a Cauſe rightly underſtood. There has been little upon 
Record, but what I have written mylelf, except the Sermons preached on our 
Behalf, which abe the moſt diſtinguiſned Part with Relation to their moral and 
religious Bent. Three ingenious Divines have given their Sentiments, which 
may be viewed in a political and philoſophical, as well as a moral and reli— 
gious Light. As I have referred to what was ſaid to King George II. in 1757, we 
_ ought allo to refer to what was ſpoken in the Houſe of God, as in his Preſence. In 
this I ſhall do but common Juſtice to my Friends and Colleagues, by calling to 

their Memory the Principles and Tenets which we then adopted. We requeſted, 
that as the Sermons were preached, they might be printed, meaning that the 
Doctrine ſhould be practiſed; and the Sermons were accordingly diſtributed. The 
Sentiments they contain being expreſſed in nervous and elegant Language, claim a 
Title to a Place in this Detail of Reaſons for the Propoſal made; and as it was a 
Kind of Compact made with the Benefactors to our Inſtitution, they have in Effect 
put us in a flouriſhing Condition, ſufficient to attain the charitable and political 
Purpoſe mentioned. 0 

1. Dr. Ferdinando Warner was the firſt who preached ; but our Requeſt for Print- 
ing his Sermon was not complied with. 

2. Dr. Samuel Glaſſe was the next, the 10th of February 1774, two Years after 

our Incorporation, at St. Andrew's, Holborn—the Text, Was not my Sou! grieved 
for the Poor?“ Job juſtified his Conduct by his Charity for Mankind, in faithful 
Allegiance to the true God. And in the Advertiſement prefixed to this Diſcourſe, 
| Thar is ſaid which comes home to our Boſoms, in the preſent Queſtion : © It has 
. | been the Fate of the Society not to have been ſo generally and thoroughly under- 
[8 * ſtood, with Ee” to 1ts Operation and Effects in Ti ime of Peace as well as 


War, 
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War, as it ſeemed to claim a Title to.“ It certainly has not: Nor does it ſeem 
to this Day, to be ſo univerſally underftood as it was intended; witneſs the Ef— 
forts, which have not been yet fo effectual as there is Reaſon to believe they may 
be. Our Meaning, as Chriſtians, and good Politicians, is comprized in that em- 
phatical Admonition, As I have loved you, do ye alſo love one another.“ And 
| how ſhall we expreſs our Love, or Regard for the Preſervation of theſe Boys? 

The Doctor takes Notice that the Remedy and Prevention of evil Events en- 
title this Metropolis to the higheſt Eulogium: That her Merchants have the 
** Spirit of Princes, and that her. Inhabitants are the Honourable of the 
Earth. I ſuppoſe,” ſays the Reverend Divine, * it is impoſſible to con- 
<* ceive any Degree of Wretchedneſs, which may not be comprehended with- 
in the Ideas of Jenorance, Indigence, and Vice.” Speaking of the horrible 
Dangers of extreme Ignorance, We cannot but lament their Want of the 
Means of Grace, and Opportunities of regular Inſtruction, in the Courſe of their 
maritime Employment. They do not however leave us without the moſt 
friendly parental Admonitions on this Head, if they have any Knowledge or 
Senſe. of Religion, to be ſtudious to improve it; if they have none, to endea- 
vour, if poſſible, to acquire it.“ And he ſuppoſes, That our Community 
will be recorded, not only as the Fathers of the Fatherleſs, but as Friends to the 
civil, political, and commercial Intereſt of our Country. And again, That 
we preſerve them from the Darkneſs of 1e ine. and place them within the 
Reach of Information and Knowledge * that is, when they are placed with 
conſcientious Maſters.” IO 
This brings us to the Point of acting conſcientiouſly on all Sides, My Con- 
ſcience leads me to make the Boys better in Morals, in the Perſuaſion that they will 
.obtain the better Maſters, and be the better Men. And my Conlcience forbids me to 
ſend any Boy on board a Ship, where I think it is the Intereſt and Inclination of 
the Officers not to receive him: In Effect, every Boy who is not retained, diſ-. 
ciplined, and regarded, as intended to be bred a en, is to every Intent and 
Purpoſe rejected. 

The general Difinclination of the Offices 1 to this Mode of Dependance, for a 
conſiderable Part of their Pay, on the Wages of their Servants, proves it hurtful to- 
them. When the Boys grow to a fit Age, the Officers are bound in Honour to rate 
them Ordinary, and conſequently they become ſhort in Complement of Servants. 
If the Boy runs away, or dies, and they are not able to find another, as when Ships 
are abroad, or ſuddenly ordered to Sea; in both Caſes the Officer, by the Regula- 
tions, ceaſes to be entitled to what is juſtly eſteemed a Part of his Pay. The Mea- 
ſure of the Evil againſt him is obvious; and in the mean Time, where are we. to 
find the ſolid Ground for the poor Boy to ſtand upon? 

It can never be right to act upon a wrong Principle. I grant there is a Mixture of 
Good: All Officers are not in the ſame Train of acting towards this Object; ſome 
contentedly ſuffer ; but 1 believe they al wiſh for a Change, upon an honourable 
Principle of Duty; and, if we hold the riſing Generation in the Eſteem we profeſs, 
and make an Election of ſuch grown Lads, as may be thought proper for the 
Service, of which the higher Departments will judge: If they were made a ſolid, 
Part of the Crew, the Soleciſm of Government within Government would yield to 
Command; the Officer would no longer mourn, perplexed by a Plan which he can- 
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not execute with Honour, without diminiſhing bis Pay, and conſequently be diſtreſ- 
ſed. And as to breeding up Seamen in Time of War from Boys ſo young as 
1250 birteen, it muſt be a tedious, expenſive, and unprofitable Work. Let a good Regula- 
tion be made, and a right Underſtanding between the. Officers and their Superiors 
would take Place, If cheir Emoluments were ſecured to them on an honourable Syſ- 
tem, we alſo might know what we were about; Lads might be regularly received 
as a Part of the Ship's Crew; Juſtice would be done to the Individual: The 
Public would be ſerved by a real Brood of Seamen: Every Lad would have a 
Value ſtampt on him, and the brave Commander would look on him with an Eye 
of Humanity, as a Fellow Warrior: He would be properly a on in the Sbip- 
Duty, and in other Reſpects taken Care of. | 

A due Attention to the riſing Generation of the labouring nd is one of the 
-moſt material Articles in the political Syſtem of every Country; and in no In- 
ſtance more than in our national maritime Economy, While I plead for this Regu- 
lation, I plead for our Country: It is one common Intereſt : But a Practice built 


on a miſtaken ancient Policy may become ſo common, that even Appearances ceaſe to 


be guarded. The evil Part imputed to the Boy would ceaſe, as the Matter would 
no longer be involved in any Degree of Obſcurity. 

From finding how ſhort the ancient public Plan is of the true Mark, let us amend 
and improve our own, and, conducting our Part with Propriety, hold it up with 
an Attention ſuited to the real Value of- the Object. Let us guard our Reputation 


for Uſefulneſs, by giving as many of our Boys, as we can compaſs, ſuch Inſtruc- 


tion as will be moſt ſerviceable to them: They are ſtill our Children. - Our En- 
gagement to the Public is founded on Principles of Honour, Conſcience, private 
Humanity, and public Love. If we attend to the Merchants Service, the Coaſt- 
ing Trade, Collieries, and Fiſheries, with the Addition of Tillage or Manufactury, 
if 1 we do not find ſufficient ee at e, we ſhall drop the Shadow and 828 
ſue the Subſtance. 

Let us plead for ſuch Improvements as will give us a 7. 11 to Applauſe. By 
adopting a fit Plan for a Time of Peace, we ſhall not be the leſs ready for War. 
When this comes, or, it may be hoped, before it comes, the Wiſdom of Government 
will make a Regulation in the Navy, that may ſecure our Ground. The good Senfe 
and Benignity of our Fellow Subjects have led them to eſpouſe our Cauſe ; we 

are therefore the more bound to promote our Object. The beſt Inſtitutions are 
ſubject to Abuſes. Our Object is, what our Fellow Subjects have taken it to be, 
very large, very comprehenſive, very humane, and uſeful; but it requires a Guard 
at all Points. We muſt enlarge our Minds to the Comprehenſibility of it, and 
not fall ſhort through Want of Reſolution, Activity, or virtuous Principle 

I contend for nothing above the Meaſure of Common Senſe. Our Society in 
general means the ſame Thing, but we are not all equally acquainted with our 
Subject, nor equally reſolute. We all deſign to promote the Duties of Humanity, 
and the common Good of our Country, a and conſequently of our Countrymen: If theſe 
Boys make an eſſential and ſubſtantial Part of our Countrymen, who may do us 
much Good or Evil, let us take Care of them, and, as far as in us lies, of their 
Fortunes. One good Turn deſerves another; and we may be inſtrumental in pro- 
moting the general Good of the Navy, by a juſt and humane Principle, which 
cannot fail of raiſing the Reputation of it. Every common Seaman ſees whether a 


Lad is treated properly or not, and honours his Officer accordingly. 
| What 


> [ 21 1 | 
What I ſay reſpecting the Navy has moſt Affinity with War, come when it 
may, whether in a ſhort Time, or, if {happily divine Providence ſhould favour us 
yet for many peaceful Years. In the mean Time, let us plead for a Peace Eftabliſh- 
ment of our Society, which will be alſo calculated to advance our Intereſt in Time of 
War; and having been fo highly favoured, upon the moſt ſubſtantial and pious 
Principles, let not the Rock, on which we have founded our Inſtitution, be under- 
mined by any Negligence or Want of Amendment on our Part! 
5 We want Reputation to encourage the commercial, maritime Part of our Fellow, 
Subjects to ſeek our Rendezvous. Our Boys ſtand in Need of Succour by Inftruc- 
Zion. The Circumſtances of our Enterprize invoke us to ſtrengthen our Connec- 
tions by the Ties of Humanity and Religion: It is in our Power to provide the 
Means, by the ſimple Expedient that the great Maſs of Government is held together 
 —Inftruion, and the Mode of conveying it. It is not to be preſumed but that we 
have all the ſame End in View, the Public Service, reſpecting the Breeding up poor 
and diſtreſſed Boys, ſubject to become Victims to the Laws, to a moſt uſeful and 
important Calling. We mean to do this, in a Manner ſo conſonant with the legal 
Powers of our Charter, that we only want a more commodious Houſe, with ſome 
Land adjoining, to furniſh manual Employment of a proper Kind; and while we are 
giving the neceſſary Inſtruction, eſtabliſh a moral Principle and Rule of Conduct. 
No Propoſal can be more ſimple. I. | 
* But have we the Means? Moſt indubitably. * Have we Diſcretion ang to 
condu? our Objeft under ſuch an improved State?“ Ves: And we may call in as much 
Knowledge and Humanity, as much Zeal and public Affection, as we ſhall want. | 
To ſuppoſe the contrary, would be illiberal and ungenerous. „ 
We profeſs to diſcharge a Duty, as the Friends, the Patrons, and Protectors of 
theſe poor Boys. The Object calls forth the Exertion of the moral Principles, 
which we ourſelves have been taught. I have explained my Meaning, founded on 
my Informations reſpecting our Boys ſent on board the Navy in Time of War. 
I have done this by flow and reluctant Steps, as if the Ground were tender, bur 
not therefore ſacred. My Principles lead me to be flow in Reſentments; and, as 
far as my Duty to the Public will ſupport me, to live'peaceably with all Men, and 
conform to thoſe Precepts on which a happy Eternity depends l I alſo conſider, 
that public Cuſtoms. of an evil Tendency, long in Growth, and chiefly nouriſhed 
amidſt the Din of War, muſt have the calm Hour of Peace to correct them; and 
if they are arrived to a gigantic Stature, they are not to be combated without ma- 
ture Deliberation; nor without a Degree of Compaſſion for thoſe who are enthralled 
by them : And, where there is a Juſtice due on two Sides of a Queſtion, to poize 
between both with Candor and Uprightneſs. This requires more than the Force 
of a florid Harangue it requires a minute Knowledge of the Subject, and a Re- 


ſolution to perſevere in what is right, as the only true Foundation on which a Pub- 
lie Regulation can be ſuppoſed to take Place. | | 


N 


So much for conſcientious Maſters, comprehending Juſtice and Mercy. In the 
mean Time, what the Reverend Doctor has advanced is practicable, and a ſtrong 


Incitement to purſue our Plan of Inſtruction, by which our Boys alſo may learh 
ſomething of what Conſcience means, and the Difference of Good and Evil. If 
our Souls are ſuſceptible of Grief for the Poor, they may be alſo ſuſceptible of 
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Love—Love for our Country i The Occaſion is ſerious in every View. I undertake 
to plead for her; and, in my private Capacity, for the poor Boys alſo, confident 
that my Ground 1s ſolid. 

If the immutable Laws of God, reſpecting the moral Government of the World, 
are evidently calculated for the Preſervation of Mankind, inſtead of Compliments 
of Venerable, aſcribed to any Member of our Community, let us venerate our Coun- 


try, and her Reſources for Defence. While all the Nations around us are active 


and vigilant to take every Advantage of their internal Reſources in maritime 
Strength, let us render our Society tributary to the great End of public Be- 
nefit, on a ſolid Foundation, that we may proſtrate ourſelves and our Labours with 
profound Humility before him who is the Sovereign Protector of us all! What 
our moral or political Duty is, in this Caſe, requires no abſtract Reaſoning, no 


Warmth that verges to Enthuſiaſm, but true Simplicity of Mind, Information, 


and Obſervation of what is wanting for our better Government, The Diſorders 


which ariſe from falſe Policy, and the Remedies of them, oftentimes become as 


much the Duty of a good Member of Society to ſtudy and gvoid, as how his pri- 
vate Fortune may be improved. 

What the Reverend Preacher meant, I am perſuaded we anxiouſly wiſhed, at the 
Time of his Appearance as our Advocate, to perform ; and we ſhall as ſurely con- 
clude, that his Diſcourſe deſerves to be written in the moſt legible Characters on 


our Memory. If the repeated and enlarged Experience of Ten Years proves chat 


our preſent Method, in Time of Peace, falls very ſhort of our good P 'ugpoſe, reſpect- 


ing our Regard for the Preſervation of the poor Boys, in every political, moral, 


and religious View: If happily we have it in our Power to improve our Plan; to 
correct 4 5 we find ourſelves deficient in; and mend the Minds ters of 
theſe Objects; if our Souls are grieved for them, let us remove our Sorrows ! : 

3. The Third Diſcourſe with which we were favoured, was by the Reverend, 


Doctor Kaye, now Dean of Lincoln, a Character no leſs devoted to the Happineſs 
of Mankind, and the Proſperity of his Country. This was in April 1777, at St. 
Stephen's, Walbrook. His Text was, Though I beſtow all my Goods to feed the 
Poor, and though I give my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it pro- 


<c | fiteth me en othing“ This Paſſage, ſo comprehenſive in Senſe, and ſo intelligible 


to Chriſtians, takes in the Care and Solicitude due to a Fellow Creature, reſpecting 


his moral and accountable Nature, as well as his animal Life; and it ought to 
make a laſting Impreſſion, as long as the ſublime Tenets of our Faith exiſt among 
aus. The Preacher ſpoke what we certainly meant, and I am perſuaded ſtill mean, 
wiſhing to act upon the moſt ſolid and permanent Principles towards that Part of 
the Poor, to whom we ſtand in the immediate Relation of Pro/eZors, and to fol- 
low them into Life as nearly as we can. | 
Every Pariſh Officer of Sentiment, when he puts, out a Child Apprentice, oc- 
caſionally enquires into the Behaviour of Servant and Maſter, and the Child is taught 
what is meant and intended by the Contrast: We cannot be warranted in a Want of 
Knowledge of Events where we place out Thouſands, whether by Indenture or, 
not. We cannot indeed follow every particular Boy, but we may learn what ge- 
neral Principles prevail; and where Circumſtances of an untoward Kind are fami- 
liarly known, we cannot {hut our Eyes, ** 
; a | * This 
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This Reverend Preacher ſays, The Marine Society meets the Eye of Huma- 
 manity and Policy, whether we confider the End of private Relief, or of public 
« Benefit , of temporal Preſervation, or of eternal Peace. It cannot be thought a 


* trifling Conſideration, to preſerve the Soul from the Temptations of Poverty, and 


* from a Familiarity with Sin; to reſcue the youthful Mind fram the Paths of In- 
< famy and Deſtruction, and to place it in a Courſe of Refitude and Happineſs. 
< Theſe Boys, who were once the Burthen and Peſt of their Country, now become 
its riſing Ornament and Strength; feeling thoſe Powers of Virtue and of Va- 
hs _ ours which you have awakened in their Breaſt ; and gratefully applying the one 


to the Preſervation of their Souls, and the other to the Security of their Coun- 


< try. It is indeed a Mode of Charity, which has every Claim to Patronage from 


the Prince, and from the People : In reſpect to the former, it takes the ungo- 


« verned from its lawleſs State, and forms it, by the Diſcipline of juſt Subordi- 
nation, for the Obſervgnce of every civil Duty.” 


What a charming Picture of the Marine Society! What a florid Encomium and 


admirable Leſſon ! Nor do I think it in any Degree too ſtrongly marked, with reſpe& | 


10 what it may be rendered: Let us perform the Duty deſcribed, and make ſuch Ser- 
mons our Model. We are ſenſible that civil and religious Duties are bound toge- 


nen 3 
ture as ours. 


The leaſt civilized & all Creatures in 8 Shape maintain a Diſtinction from 


the Beaſt that periſhes, by ſome Ideas of Religion: However ferocious, idolatrous, 
or ſuperſtitious, the Savage ſtands in Awe of a Power which he ſees by ſome Re- 
| preſentation, or feels by ſome Influence on his Mind. We cannot, with all the Glo- 


ries of Chriſtianity ſhining upon us, leave any Part of our Species in moral 
| Darkneſs, as if they were below the moſt barbarous and uncivilized of the human 
Race! With reſpe& to the Ability of our Corporation, to think meanly of it, is 


to think unjuſt; to ſuppoſe it has no Dignity, though Life, and Manners, and 
Let us come as near 


Uſefulneſs are ſo much concerned, would” be Injurious. 
the Mark as we can, and leave the reſt to Heaven! 
We are bound to ſhew our Object Reſpect, and act ns to our Senſe of - 
Good and Evil, that we may arrive at a Semblance of this friendly Deſcription. 
Without a ſolid and permanent Plan, ſupported by Experience, by which we 


can give a ſuitable Degree of Inſtrulion to theſe 18 Boys, and 1 them above . 


Barbarians, we ſhall fall ſnort of our Mark. 


Let us pay Homage to the Great Diſpoſer of all Events, 3 is no Reſpecter 


of Perſons; and as we adore his Goodneſs, as we love our Country, as we revere 
the Welfare of Poſterity, and feel Compaſſion for ſuch Miſery as comes before. us, 


let us think it in Character to do that which ſo naturally follows our Undertak- 
ing, and render theſe Boys good Subjers. 


At Sea or on Land, in a higher or lower Station, a truſty Servant is the Object 


ſought by Mankind: They do not go into the Woods to hunt for a wild Man; they 
follow the Laws of our ſocial Nature; they ſeek, for him that is trained, as we have 
ourſelves been trained to be what we are in our ſeveral Stations: We do as we 
would be done by, in a ſimilar Caſe; and, by a general Law of Society, commiſerate 
each other, as Men do tbeir own Children. It is this which gives the glorious Stamp 
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on Man: It is this which i; a Country flouriſh, under Laws founded i in Hu- 
manity and the common Rights derived from pure Religion, 

The Reverend Divine proceeds on the trueſt Principles, by marking out what ” 
ſhould be, to give theſe poor Boys thoſe Advantages which belong 10 true Charity. 
this comprehends ſuch proper Inſtruion and uſeful Habits, previous to their going 50 
the buſy World; and that this may be of great Moment towards ſecuring them in 
the good Principles which- they may imbibe under our Care: If this may ſerve 


as an Example, ſo much wanted in this Line of Life; our Inſtitution will be 
entitled to the Encomiums beſtowed on it, and on the vor who are our Ob- 


jects. 


It belongs to us to render our Society, Ghar i it is in its Foundation and Principles, 
as generous, noble, and uſeful, as the learned Divine ſo elegantly deſcribes it to be. 
He gives us Credit for the Good we had then done; and, by Anticipation, for that 
which we might do. He ſaw the Deſign, in the political as well as moral and re- 
ligious View, as a combined Object: And if our pecuniary Ability, at this Time, 
is equal to the Execution of the Improvement we ſtand in Need of, our Work may be 
done. It muſt be preſumed that the future Favour of our Friends will depend on 
the ſubſtantial Service which we may do them and the Public. 

Dr. Glaſſe, in March 1778, again took up our Cauſe in St. Andrew's, Holborn, 
on this Text, He that giveth, let him do it Simplicity ;“ and reaſoning upon 
the trueſt apoſtolical Principles, he ſays, * The happy Advancement of this Inſti- 


*"tution within a few Years, is the fulleſt Vindication both of the Wiſdom and 


* ſound Policy of the Deſign ; and the beſt Panegyric on the Uprightneſs and 


* ;aduſtrious Attention of thoſe who have its Intereſt, moſt at Heart. The Patrons 


of this Charity are deſervedly comprehended in the Number of thoſe who com- 

ply with the apoſtolical Injunction in the Text.“ 

This was certainly true, ſo far as came before us, by waſhing the 
Bodies of theſe Boys, covering them with Sea Clothing, curing the Sick, giving 
them Books, conveying them to the Officers, who requeſted ſuch a Number of 
them, and giving them our Bleſſing. Experience alſo proves, that we go to the 
Pith and Marrow of the Enterprize ; and if this evinces, that the public Regu- 


lation is deficient, or that the Inſtitution may be put in a truer Train, and that 
it belongs to us to correct what is wanting in our own Department, let us correct 
ourſelves, in the full Meaning and Intention of ſerving our Country. Thus the whole 


Machine may move regularly, and the public Safety and Happineſs be promoted; 


all which, rightly underſtood, may be eaſily accompliſhed. 


This reverend Gentleman lays, We were chiefly anxious to relieve the fathers 
« leſs Children, and the Widow's Care, who muſt otherwiſe be expoſed to all 
the ſad Conſequences of irremediable Diſtreſs.” We certainly felt their Miſery, 
and meant to relieve it; and as Experience teaches us, that ſomething further is ne- 
ceſſary to be done for that Purpoſe, to give the Widow - a {ſtronger Aſſurance 
of a happy Event, let our Conduct be ſuited to the Doctrine, both in a moral and 
political Senſe. 
The Preacher alſo ſaid true, That the Denis of the Inſtitution, from its 
* Origin, have been marked with a peculiar attention to Economy :” And we may 
rs that if it had not been ſo, we ſhould not t have been at this Time in 2 


Capacity 


* 


vs. ] 


Dips. of making an Sgt ſo eſſentially neceſſary to our Eſtabliſpment, 
and future Proſperity, We have accommodated ourſelves to our Income, making 

a a neceſſary Reſerve for our Boys, as we always intended to do; and have we not 
Reaſon to believe, that upon this very Principle we have been ſo much countenan- 
ced? Wegave our local Bounty in Clothing to Landmen Volunteers to the End of 

the War, and ſent the Boys in Numbers, as requeſted of us by Officers, If the 
Quality of the Boys, or the Reception which the great Majority of them met, 

did not operate in all Circumſtances agreeably to our good Intentions, let us en- 
deavour to make our future Labours inſtrumental to the Correction of. the Evil, 

that they may harmonize better with the Intereſt and Satisfaction of ws Olncer 
and the Public, and promote the general Felicity. 

It belongs to us to begin at Home. If we acquire a better Ropardeon by pro- 
moting Inſtruction ſuited to theſe young Perſons, half of our Work will be 
done: We may diſpoſe of them afterwards with much the lefs Difficulty, 

Speaking of the extreme Miſery of ſome of our Objects when they come to us, 
the Doctor ſays: We were very ſincere in our Wiſhes to afford them that Re- 

e fuge which they implore; but we are unable to do it, having no Fund adequate 

to ſuch an additional Expence. The great Miſchief which we would earneſtly 
'**. wiſh to avoid is, that of their forming Connexions in this intermediate Space,” 

(that is, from the Time they appeared till the Time ſent to their Ship) © which 
may not only blaſt their cgi Defign of becoming uſeful to the State, but enroll 
them in. the Number of thoſe dangerous Enemies to our Peace and Safety, | 
* which this Inſtitution is ſo happily calculated to diminiſh.” 
| Here are three great Objects propoſed, Uſefulneſs to PI State, Protection 
and Preſervation to the Boy, and Relief to the Parent. All this is intended ; but 
ſomething more than Intention is neceſſary, If it fails in Uſefulneſs to the State, 
it may alſo fail in Convenience to the Officer, and the Parent may ſtill be to ſeek. 
for an effectual Proviſion for the Son. Where a Boy has been well -grown 
of Fifteen or Sixteen Years old, and of a willing Mind, and active Perſon, and 
the Commander or Officer has really ſeen him cheriſhed end! protected, ſo that he 
might become a Seaman, the End has been anſwered; but I fear not other- 
wiſe. Thoſe among us, who ſee no more of the Boy, nor think more of him, 
than his Dreſs and Regiſtry in our nn may og 1 led 1 into a Miſtake, 
The Doctor goes on: 

Here I apprehend a neto and very i Objea en 15 1. to the Conſi- 

deration of the Generous and Great, who will eaſily be induced to acknowledge 

how neceſſary it is, that this Society ſhould be enabled to receive, and give this 
** occaſional Protection to thoſe who come to it in ſo forlorn and helpleſs a Con- 

N 0 dition. Could this be effected, we ſhould not only avoid the Miſchief juſt 

mentioned, but might become, in ſome Degree, acquainted with their ſeveral 

Diſpoſi Hons, and be better . to place them out to the beſt Ad- 

vantage.“ 

This zew and important Object is really and truly the ſubſtantial Part of he 
Propoſal made at this Time. The Reaſons aſſigned for it are not leſs ſubſtantial, 
and we feel our Ground firm under us. The Doctrine tallies with the Purpoſe. 
—He proceeds, with the ſame Knowledge of his Subject, though perhaps not then 

aware that a Crowd of Boys ſent on board the King's Ships, was but the Sem- 

blance of that Philanthropy which we had in View. He ſays: 


.. Indeed ſo many Benefits are likely to ariſe from this Addition to our Plan, 
'G that 
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< that 1 have only to wiſh it may as forcibly ſtrike the Minds of thoſe who 


have more Penetration to improve, and larger Ability to promote the * 


*© thus ſubmitted to your Conſideration.” 

I do not know, that any of us had any larger Ability, nor that bimklf 
had at that Time ſo full and comprehenſive an Idea of the Importance, in a poli- 
tical View, of what he ſo ſtrongly recommended, as it deſerved ; but he did re- 

commend it, and his Recommendation was adopted; it would have been other- 
wiſe Mockery to thank bim for bis Sermon; and ſurely the Modeſty of the Manner 
in which he pleads with our F ellow · Subjects for their Aſſiſtance and Support, by 
the Means of that Addition to cur Plan,” cannot be exceptionable, It is in its. 
own Nature ſubſtantially good; it is congruous with our ae, it ** 
miſes the Public the moſt happy Effects ! 2 
May I not further remind our Corporation, that we owe to this Gentleman, 


as a zealous Member of the Society, the Motion for receiving as many mi- 


ſerable Beings Who applied, ſuppoſing them of fit Stature for the Service, as 
we could receive; to give the Starving Food, and the Sick Phyſic? We uſed 


to give them Pence for the Day, and to ſend ſome to Hoſpitals, Our Ability 


extended but to few, and in an imperfect Manner, for Want of local Conveni- 
ence, as well as Money to ſupport the additional Charge. I was one of thoſe 


| who objected 70 the Motion, but I ſoon diſcovered my Error: And now that 


Providence ſmiles, and invites us to complete our good Work, in this Part of our 
Enterprise, ſhall we be wanting in Virtue, Senſe, or Reſolution? As to keep- 
ing Boys of this Kind within Walls, in a City Houſe, where there is no Scope for 
Action and uſeful Employment, nor. Room for any proper Diviſion, it is not 
Practicable; ſo that if we intend to act upon any regular ſyſtematical PEE, 
we cannot purſue any Plan ſo proper as that which is propoſed. 
Mankind naturally rejoice when they ſee Miſery relieved ! Let us extend our 


| Thoughts to the great Numbers of our Objects, who, from their Ignorance, as 
well as their Penury and bad Habits, are, and ſome will be found in Miſery from 


Generation to Generation! The moſt important Part of our Service i is, to pre- 
ſerve their Lives, and make thoſe Lives valuable. 

As to the making a Nurſery of Seamen of fuch Boys as cannot ca be — to 
4Men during a War, it ſeems to be repugnant to the Senſe of the braveſt and moſt 
virtuous Commanders. Some Officers conform to the Regulation, becauſe it 
is a Regulation; and ſome from Principles of Humanity to the Boys. It is one 
Object of National Wiſdom to draw the Line of Diſtinction of Charity, and 
a military uſeful, or uſeleſs Regulation, The Event in this Reſpect is not in 

our Hands; but we have now Leiſure to take a calm retroſpective View of 

our own Laboursz and ſeeing wherein they fell ſhort {of the Mark we intend- 
ed, in the Part reſpecting Boys, conſider ourſelves as bound to our Benefactors, 
to do the beſt we can judicioufly for our Boys at any future Period of War. 

In the mean while, let us be ſure of one good Thing, in the Difference 
between a Boy of Thirteen or Fourteen Years of Ape, in Time of Peace, put 
into good Habits, and one in a State of brutal Ignorance, and bad Ha- 
bits. By this Means we may diffuſe a happy Influence over the Manners 
of this Claſs of People, and come at the Depth of our Enterprize ; we may 
_ our Care, Humanity, and Circumſpection, and do our Bulineſs effec- 
tally, 

The next Advocate who engaged i in our Cauſe, while the War was yet nn 
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ta] 
was Doctor am, Refor of St. Mary, Whitechapel. This Gentleman preached 
at St. George's, Hanover Square, in April 1779, on this Text, © He that hath 
** Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he hath given, 
vill He pay them again.“ With Strength of Argument, and the Zeal of a 
pious and judicious Divine, he ſays: The Cauſe which we are here aſſembled 
** to ſupport moſt juſtly. claims the reſpectable Diſtintion, not only of cha- 
** ritable, compaſſionate, and liberal, but alſo of national and public-ſpirited. To 
feed the Hungry, and clothe the Naked, are certainly ſuch Ats as, under 
the Sanction of the Text, may be called lending to the Lord; for they are | 
_ * manifeſt Proofs of our Pity to the Poor.” The Doctor proceeds: With ==. 
** ſuch Compaſſion hath this Charity abounded from its frf Origin; for, not 0 
content with that which reacheth no further than bodily Support, it proceeds 
© towards the Improvement of the Mind.” Py Gi 
Nothing can be more pointed to the great Deſign of giving Huſtruction, 
where the Mind is in Danger of remaining as an uncultivated Waſte. It muſt 
have been very early ſeen, that as much depended on the ſober Behaviour of 
the Boy, as the zealous Conduct of the Governor of the Inſtitution. 
The Doctor adds in expreſs Words: © affording ſuch Inſtruction to the 
© Ignorant, as is wiſely and happily calculated to reform the Vicious, to re- 
claim the Abandoned, and to turn the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the 
+ Wiſdom of the Juſt, and the once deſperately Wicked from the Power of . 
Satan unto God,” ng: I 
Here is a direct Appeal to us, as ſuppoſing it a Condition of our looking 
forward to that Scene of Joy which will be the Reward of him who hath FT 
real Pity for the Poor, To Men of the World this may not be a Language N 
of the moſt familiar Kind, nor the Condition expreſſed in the Plenitude of re- 
ligious Faith, the moſt intereſting to their Hearts; but with us, who believe, 
and act upon Principles of Chriſtianity, it muſt either raiſe our Bluſhes, or 
excite our Zeal. It belongs to us to loo forward, and try how far we can 
check the Growth of Iniquity, as neceſſary to our common domeſtic Security, 
and the Welfare of our Country, our religious Duty, and in this Caſe our 
Jocial corporate Obligation. JV . 

It is ſelf-evident, that if we give our Wards (for ſo we may call them) ſuch a 
Degree of religious Knowledge as will form a Principle of Honeſty, founded on a 
Fear of offending God, the Power and Strength of the Magiſtrate will appear the 
more awful, and our Work will be the more eaſily accompliſhed. We may ſce 
Numbers mend in Behaviour: Our Connexion with them will be the ſtronger : 
They will ſee us in a very different Point of View, as Friends; our Influence over 

them will be more parental, and we may reaſonably hope for a happy Iſſue, 

I have often thought it remarkable, that in ſo long a Courſe of Years I could not 
recollect to have ſeen Half a Dozen young or middle-aged Men, who have come 
to our Office, to give kny friendly Account of their Fortunes. This I aſcribed to ' 
no Cauſe ſo much as the ſlender Connexion we have had with our Objects; and 
conſequently, how ſhort we have been of the trueſt Mark of ſubſtantial Friendſhip 
towards them. Peace is the Time for a Reform. : 


„ neſs. But when all this is done, iz and for the Service of the Public, in its con- 

< ſtitutional Capacity, as a Maritime State, and as a Naval Power; when an In- 

* ſitution not only teaches them who ſtole to ſteal no more, but from . 
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and Theft to turn to Induſtry and: honeſt Labour; theſe Conſiderations entitle - 
* this Inſtitution not only to the laudable Diſtinctions of charitable, compaſſionate, 
and liberal, but alſo of national and public ſpirited.” So it hould be, and ſo per- 
adventure it may be; but W more mult be nn, before the Work can he 
accompliſhed.  _ 

He goes on to ſay, 5. F or theſe Things a are cad and profitable unto > Io: Profit 
able not only in a political, but alſo in a religious View.” 

The deeper we. go into the Subject, the ſtronger Proof we ſhall receive that no- 
". - _ thing is ſo profitable to a Community as the Virtue of her Children; and the 
Character they enjoy in conſequence of the Inſtruction given them. To be honeſt 
and ſober, and worſhip-the-God of their Fathers Wins a TOY Mind, can be we 

duced only by Inftraion and Induſtry. 

The true Principles of our Inſtitution leads us to give our Objects ſuch en 
Inſtruction, as will render them valuable wherever they go, in Peace or War: Our 
preſent Deſign reſpecting Vuſtruction has a more immediate Affinity with Peace, and 
the Character of theſe Boys in the Commercial World : Our own Character, in our 
corporate Capacity, alſo depends on rendering them worthy of Truſt, inſtead ef be- 
ing profligate or ſuſpicious : Our Taſk will be likewiſe ſo much the leſs difficult. 
| If our Principles did not lead us to keep Pace with the apparent Propenſity of 
| the Times, with regard to giving the Poor Hiſtruction, Policy would engage us to 

' exert ourſelves. Private Self-Love, and Regard to our own Safety, would induce 
1 us to treat the Propoſal for Inſtruction, as highly i in Character for us as Men, Cb 
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> That which the meaneſt Subject is entitled to, Thould certai inly not be withheld 
from thoſe who are to venture their Lives on the great Deep: And the Plan 
adopted of late, of inſtructing the Children of the Poor, ſhould not be eqns 
* 1, who act under the moſt generous Principles of Philanthropy of 
It is a fimple Queſtion: Shall we, or ſhall we not, give theſe Boys he Advantage 
of ſuirable Inſtruction with fit manual Labour? 
From the Quotations I have made, we are reminded, that the- Inſtruction 
; which we received with Gratitude from the Preachers, and called it excellent, is 
not leſs excellent than it was. The Sermons were preached to our Corporation, 
= aa nad calculated to encourage us in our Chriſtian as well as our Political Warfare, in 
—_ - - the moſt intereſting Article of guarding theſe poor Boys as much as poſlible from 
_ the Contagion of Iniquity, Our Object is religious, charitable, and political, there- 
4 fore we ſhould give Inſtruction: If we give them ſuch as is ſuited to their Cir- 
1 cumſtances, it muſt make an Impreſſion. No Advice or Repreſentation could be 
| more proper for us, as Governors of ſuch a Community, to invigorate our Purſuits, 
| than ſuch as was given; and it was received with T, banks, as s tending to en the 
i'll Cauſe of pure Chriſtianity ! | | 
| + | 5 We all wifh to live, and hope to 4% in | his Favour who is the common F ather of 
=_ - us all! It is moſt evident, from every concurrent Circumſtance, that our Object 
calls for our Aid in the great Article of Infiruttion. It is apparent to the moſt tran- 
ſient Obſerver, that as the Minds of Perſons in every Part of Life are formed, 
they make good or bad Subjects and ſuch as ſubſiſt in fo diſtinguiſhed a Manner 
by Diſcipline, ought farely to be put in early Habits of good Order ! 
The Want of Con/ideration, is the uſual Concomitant of Ignorance, even in high 
1 Places: Ignorance, or Inattention to thoſe Duties which are eſſential to our in- 
1 dtelligent and — Nature, is confeſſedly the chief Cauſe of Human Fra 
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ſery! With regard to our national Preſervation, to what Power or Energy can it be 
ultimately aſcribed, except to religious Principles? Hiſtory, the Guide of Man- 
kind, abundantly proves the Truth of this Doctrine. Who then,” as the 


laſt- mentioned Divine obſerves, . ** can be indifferent, whether the Cultivation | 
of right or wrong Principles be encouraged among our Fellow Subjects, whe- 


* ther in the higher or lower Offices of Life, whether by Land or Sea ? 
No One will contend, that it is of no Conſequence to a Nation, whether its 


Members abandoned, of induſtrious, 


* orderly, and conſcientious Individuals.” 

This, in a great Meaſure, comprehends the Queſtion before us. Honefy, ſo eſſen- 
tal to Religion, and. ſo much the Parent of Induſtry, is learnt by Precept and Ex- 
ample; and where theſe fail, little Good is to be expected: How they fail, in 
numerous Inſtances among us, at this Period, through that groſs Ignorance which 
renders the Mind perverſe in its Operations, needs no laboured Proof, 

Whether Subjects of ſuperior Education become indifferent to ſuch Conſidera- 
tions or not, they cannot change the Nature of Things; they cannot alter the moral 


Courſe of the Divine CEconomy : And if they themſelves will not practically con- 


form to the Principle, they or their Children, or both, will in the Iſſue aſſuredly feel 
the fatal Effects. 


The Experience of our Community abundantly proves, that 1210 theſe Boys are 
early taught good Habits, they will generally contract bad ones, and being treated 


contemptuouſly on that very Account, both our pious and political Purpoſe will be 
defeated, If they are not early taught to be © induſtrious, orderly, and con- 


3 ſeientious, it is to be feared many of them will never be ſo; they will rather 
grow ripe for Miſchief : Conſequently, whatever we do in the Line of inſtructing, 


muſt, be a valuable Tribute to the Treaſury of national Security, and give the 
longer and more happy Exiſtence to our Country ! 


If, while we enjoy Peace, we can lay a ſolid Foundation for a ſober and con- 


ſiſtent Plan, let us conſider theſe Divines as able Philoſophers, and Politicians, as 
well as Theologiſts, inſtructing our Corporation, in the moſt intereſting and perſuaſive 
Manner, to make a Conſcience of what we are about, and how we may advance 
our own Happineſs, together with that of our Country, _ 
It is indiſputable, that one of the primary and leading Motives to the Com- 
paſſion and liberal Benefactions of Individuals, which we have happily ex- 
perienced, is the Conſideration of the dangerous Ignorance of the Boys. Shall we 


continue to ſend them all into the World, by Sea or Land, without Sail or 
Ballaſt, Compaſs, or Proviſion of the moral Kind, and yet ſuppoſe their Voyage 


of Life will be proſperous? If we correſpond with the Sentiments of the Times, 
formed on the Experience of its Calamities, or hold up our Inſtitution on the 
Summit of Credit, to which the good Opinion of our Fellow Subjects has raiſed it, 
we muſt make the Improvement which is ſo clearly pointed out to us, not leave it 
to them to find the Flaw. Let theſe Boys be leſs inclined to Vice, or more to Virtue, 
and their Maſters will be induced to act, much better than under their preſent Im. 


preſſions. In whatever Service they may be put out, if they were acquainted with 


their Duty, their Maſters would perform their Part with the more Alacrity, and 


we mig hi place out well Ten to One more than in our preſent Method. 
Wie mult argue from human Nature, and from what. we ſee and feel. We mean 
to ſerve our Country, and honour ourſelves, by acting pioully and judiciouſly. 
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The Argument lies in a nartow Compaſs: It has nothing marvellous : Experience 
and true Principles are its Advocates; Reaſon and Religion its Supporters. 
One Part of Mankind has, at all Times, acted as if Piety towards God were a 
viſionary Object; and becauſe Eutbuſiaſm often verges to Inſanity ; therefore a Diſ- 
poſition to relieve the moral Wants of others, gives ſtronger Proof of a good 
Heart than of an enlarged Underſtanding: But the contrary to the laſt Poſition 


has been held in Veneration by Men the moſt renowned for Wiſdom, in all civi- 


lized Countries, in every Age that Hiſtory extends to. 
As a Corporation, and as Individuals, we have the Happineſs of being Chriſ- 


tians : And to theſe Sermons, fo elegantly entertaining, and judiciouſly inſtructive, 


we have at all Times adapted our Language and Supplications for Succour from 
our Fellow Subjects: ſurely there is no Reaſon to alter it. As we have in Single- 
neſs of Heart obtained the Means of doing the Good, let us be as determined in exe- 
cuting our Purpoſe, As we have been labouriouſly attentive to the great Object of 
promoting the Deſign, and uniformly wiſhed to ſee the Proſperity of theſe Boys, 


on the trueſt Principles, let us do that which promiſes the moſt Succeſs! _ _ 


Though theſe Sermons were not preſented to our Landmen Volunteers, not being 
ſo proper for them, a Copy of our Seaman's Chriſtian Friend was given to each of 
them. To the Boys we gave the Sea Lad's Truſty Companion. Dr. Markham, in a 
Note in his Sermon, remarks on this little Tract; It is of ſo excellent a Ten- 
dency to promote Duty both to God and Man, that it is moſt devoutly to be 
*© wiſhed that Commanders of Ships, both of Commerce and War, would permit 
* it to be diſperſed throughout the Navy ;” meaning Merchant Ships, &c. as 
well as Ships of War, How little, moral and religious Books are generally re- 
garded, particularly by Seamen, is ſo much the Misfortune of our Times, that 
it almoſt loſes the Name of Migfortune, "IE it ben iS be called an Evil of the 


firſt Magnitude. 
We have endeavoured, and not without "OY to render every F ellow Subject 


friendly to Us, as we have been friendly to them, meaning to diffuſe our Benevo- 


lence, and ſerve every Claſs of the People, rich and poor. Thoſe among our Ob- 
jects, who ſtand moſt in Need of Aſſiſtance, from their complicated Diſtreſſes, we 

ſtrive moſt to ſerve, without any partial Regards to any Recommendations. Under 
ſuch Impreſſions, can it be thought a Thing u/eleſs, indifferent, or impraficable, to 
inftruf and diſcipline our Youth ? If they are warned of the Dangers they will be 
expoſed to, and taught how to reſiſt them, ſhould it be thought that they will be 
unable to make a Stand and guard themſelves ? To attempt to prove more than 
common Senſe and Experience warrant, would be proving too much or proving no- 
_ thing. Knowledge is the Fruit of I»ſtruion, and where it is ſound it will nouriſh, 

Our laſt little Tract for the Uſe of the Boys, I underſtand was alſo approved of 

by the learned and moſt ingenious Doctor Horne, to whoſe Zeal and Philanthropy 

ve are much indebted for a liberal Succour from Oxford during the late War. He 

well knew how much our Corporation had the public Welfare at Heart, on the Part 
of the poor Boys, as well as by the Bounty in Clothing to the Landmen, 

How often has the Committees and general Courts of our Corporation requeſted | 
me to employ my Pen in its Favour, and to ſolicit for the Support we depended on 
from our Fellow Subjects. And what was the Language held forth, for this Pur- 
poſe, but the Benefits reſulting from moral and religious Principles, and uſeful In- 
F duſtry? 


# gr J 
dolly; Nor have I been less engaged to digeſt moral and uſefy] TraQts,  ac- 
commodated to the Sea Service, and for the Ufe of our Boys. To deviſe Means 
to give them Inſtruction, ſuited to their Condition, we always thought a primary 
Object: If the mere giving à Book, or making an Harangue of five Minutes, 


was as tranſient as the Clouds that in their Paſſage overſhadow the Earth, our 


Efforts did not the leſs prove what we moſt cordially wiſhed to do, as ſoon as Pro- 
vidence ſhould put it in our Power. 


When I ſolicited the Rev. Mr. Sellon to digeſt an Abftra# of the ſacred IWritings, 

for the Uſe of theſe Boys, it was under the ſame Countenance, and with the ſame 
View, never to loſe Sight of this great Object; how much better Subjects and 
truſty Mariners our Boys would prove, having a Senſe of Religion on their Minds, 
than if they remained in almoſt brutal Ignorance. 
Many Thouſands of theſe Abrafs have been diſtributed by us. I, upon the 
whole, Things are in a bad State with reſpe& to the moral and religious Principles 
of theſe our poor Children, it is moſt evident that we have not been paſſive. We 
have intereſted every Claſs of People in our humane Undertaking, profeſſing a moral 
and religious Obligation to make it complete, as ſoon as it ſnould be in our Power. 
Many of the Prelates of theſe Realms are Governors, and have been Witneſſes to 
the Efforts which we have made to render our Objects as orderly, on conſcientious; 
Principles, as we have wiſhed them to be valiant in Defence of their Country, when 
they ſhould be called upon. We have ſeen what cannot be done without Inſtruction 
Some of them have good Minds, and ſome, coming of ſober Parents, have been 
taught the Rudiments of their Religion: but the general Concluſion will be re- 
proachful on our Side, if we now ſuffer ourſelves to be paſſive, 


It is vulgarly ſuppoſed that any Kind of Being will make 2 Sailor, and 1 


vulgar Suppoſition it is. A complete common Seaman is a valuable Character. Ex- 


perience proves that, in every Part of Life, a Senſe of moral Obligation makes the 


Man; and where the firft Impreſſions are good, they are hardly ever effaced. It may 


be true that, in the active Scenes and Buſtle of War, moral Obligations are not 


ſo much conſidered, as how Men ſhall behave in Action; but ſtill it is a Tie of 
Duty and Senſe of Honour which conſtitute true Valour ; and a Habit of e 
which makes Men valuable. | 


It is no leſs true, that ſome of the wort Part of the People are ſent on board 


our Navy in Time of War, as a Work of Neceſſity ; ; but if there were not many of 
a contrary Character, what would become of our Confidence in our naval Strengtb?. 


Every Man is in ſo much the worſe Condition as he is deficient in the neceſſary Know- 
edge of Religion: The Effect is chiefly ſeen in thoſe Ships where there is little 
or no religious Order obſerved. Where the Commanders are conſiderate reh- 
gious Men, the Chaplains are ſuch as they ſhould be, and there the Ships Crew 
is attentive to their moral Duty. And what are the Conſequences of neglecting 
it, but ſeeking Opportunities of Deſertion, deeply wounding the Service, and 
making the national Expence run up to an aſtoniſhing Magnitude ? 


Intrepidity is the natural Concomitant of Dependance on the Great Lord of 


Life and Death! If Man is born to die, to ſhew a generous ſubmiſſive Regard 
to that Decree is to give Proof of Bravery, and a gallant Spirit, 
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We muſt revert to the ſalutary Doctrine of mixing both Worlds, ſo that each 
may contribute its Share to reader Youth firm in Temper, and happy in their Pur- 


| ſuits. A daring Diſpoſition, untempered by any Thought of an Hereafter, is, 


in other Words, a ferocious or abandoned Mind. 

Our Corporation is the Goardian and Truſtee of a charitable and political 
Inſtitution, each Part depending on the other. It never could be conceived, that 
becauſe it was intended that theſe Boys ſhould gain their Bread on the great Deep, 
that therefore Iuſtruction, with reſpect to either World, could be of no Uſe to them. 
It appears, through our whole Conduct, that we always had it in View to inſtruct 
them, as neceſſary to their Preſervation. We have ſo far taken Charge of this Part 
of the riſing Generation, that we profeſs to give them an advantageous IntroduCtion 


Into Life, and Experience proves, that this requires ſomething that we have not yer 


done. A Maſter of a Merchant Ship, fir to be truſted with a Merchant's Ef- 
fects, is as cautious not to receive into his Ship a Boy whoſe Probity he doubts of, 
as any one of us might be not to admit any Perſon of a ſuſpected Character. 
Experience alſo proves, that moral and religious Inſtruction, to make Boys uſeful 
Subjects, is neceſſary in every Part of Lie, and no where mote wanted than with 


our Objects: In conſidering their Quality, the Truth vindicates itſelf. 


To him whoſe Servants we profeſs ourſelves to be, the God of our Fathers, we 


| locle up for Protection, and we recommend our Children, in whatever Relation they 


ſtand, religious, natural, or political: And upon the ſame Principle to hope for 

a happy Iſſue to our own Lives, our private Fortunes, and the general Welfare of 
our Country, i is to act conſiſtently. Our Labours, in the Method propoſed, will 
have a peculiar Luſtre at this Time, when the Minds of our Fellow Subjects are 
awakened to a Senſe of the Neceſſity of attending to the Inſtruction of the ring 
Generation ! A Loſs of Principle and religious Awe ſpreads its baneful Influence: 


Let us try to check it, in our Objects! 


Happy were it, if this were mere Declamation ! The Gallows proclaims the ſolid 


Truth: and if we hear of ſo many Robberies and Violences committed, what the 


Number may be undiſcovered or concealed, will be difficult to compute. Where 
do we ſee the like in any Country which profeſſes any Degree of Civilization, or any 
Knowledge of Chriſtianity ? And to what can it be imputed? The chief Cauſe 


lies in the Indolence and Inattention of the ſuperior Claſſes. 


It has been remarked, that in Scotland and Switzerland there are very r Execu- 
tions of Malefactors. There are but few Criminals; and the Reaſon aſſigned for 
this is, that their Children are early taught and inſtructed in their Religion; 


that Religion of Chriſt which is ſo admirably calculated to promote Peace and 
| Juſtice, and to prevent thoſe Violations of divine and human Laws which 
bring Men to an ignominious Death. If we look back to the remoteſt Anti- 


quity, and the Cuſtoms of the Heathen World, though the moral Law was written 
upon the Heart, it was not legible without al z it was not known by any 
intuitive Power, independant of ſocial Intercourſe : Man being placed in a ſocial 
State, the Parent, the Maſter, and the Friend, the Magiſtrate, and Prince, were all 
equally intereſted that every Youth ſhould be taught what belonged to his ſocial N * 
dae. leſt he ſnould forget his Humanity, and act like a Lion or a Bear. 


| This | 


L 33 ] | 


This is a Concern of the laſt Importance to our national Welfare: Our Cor- 
Poration by its Charter ſolemnly profeſſes to take its Share in ſuppreſſing ſuch 
Enormities : How can we do it ſo effectually as by going to the Root of them? 

The Plant which has choice Virtues may be poiſoned by a Worm. The Barbarity. 
of Manners which flows from Ignorance, operates as a deadly Inſect. If we are 
ſteady to our Principles, we ſhall at once ſave the Boy, and benefit the Public, in 
this Line of Service; and as ſurely recommend ourſelves to Favour. What is Life, 
but as it is employed in doing good, particularly by ſuch manly Enterprizes! 
We are now in the zbirtieth Year of our Exiſtence ; we have ſeen two Wars; in 
 a.third, let us be butter prepared; that doing the Good which Providence puts into 
our Hands, we may grow old with Honour. In the preſent Deſign is intended no 
wanton Expenditure, but a judicious Diſburſement of Money, for a ſtable, permanent 
Purpoſe, and at all Events a ſolid Property. By ſuch Means, we may rationally 
fatter ourſelves with the Hope of our Inſtitution enduring to ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. So long as we are induced to act upon the ſolid Principles of Truth and right 
Reaſon, moral Obligation, and pious. Obedience, we may hope for a Bleſſing on 
our Works, If theſe will ſtand the Teſt of Enquiry, and we hand down our Deſign, 
replete with the Luſtre of ſolid Uſe to our Country, and equal Honour to angeles, 
it may be then acceptable to Heaven. =” 
With regard to the Diſtinction of Landmen Valuntcers and 3 as to the Expen- * 
diture of Money, what was given, and expreſsly reſerved by us for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Boys, and what is given in Peace, muſt be conſidered for the Pur- 
poſe of Peace. In War, the Landmen Volunteers intended to ſerve at Sea, receive 
the King's Bounty, as well as our Clothing, and are choſen by the Regulating 
Captain: The Boys have no public Bounty, and are immediately under our 
Choice. The Men are for Time of War only; the Boys are for Time of Peace- 
alſo; and what can we do for them, better than by giving them ſuch Infrution | 
as may humanize and chriſtianize them; and we, acting in the Chriſtian berater. 
make them to be ſought inſtead of ſhunned ? ; _— 
It is no Secret that the Advantages reſulting from Infrufios i in - omen Life . | 
: generally repay what is laid out in it: We are to make every Boy ſubſtantially 
uſeful in the Line in which we provide for him, that he may be Money's-Worth, 
To give Inſtruction is an univerſal Obligation ; to receive it, an univerſal Duty, ; 
even from the Commandment iſſued in Paradiſe, to this Day | 
The Hope we acted upon in Time of War, now fails. The Prices of Wages: 
in the Merchant Service being then ſo high, it was preſumed that ſome of 
our Boys, particularly ſuch as knew a little of the Sea, who found their Situation 8 
impracticable in the King's Ships, might get Births in Trading Veſſels; but this, 4 
Reſource is at preſent out of the Queſtion; they muſt now be not only clothed, - 
but well recommended. Our Dependance is on their real Value: This mult be en 
derived from Inſtru#tion, and our Endeavours to make them worthy of Truſt, 
'  Landmen Volunteers in Time of War receive their Wages themſelves, and ſee 
Juſtice done to themſelves ; nor can they be diſcharged at Pleaſure, without a Cer- 
tificate, and Reaſon aſſigned, The Situation of our Boys was totally the Reverſe, 
apa it is now more difficult to find fit Employment. They will take our Clothing; 
but if they are not taught, nor can be ſent to Ships going to Sea, nor ſecured on 
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Shore, will they behave properly ? Our Dependance is on Trading Veſſels, and 
in that View we muſt endeavour to render theſe Boys juſt and tractable. 

It is not credible to what a Height of Iniquity Numbers of the common People 
are arrived. It cannot be known to thoſe who live much above them, and do 
not bend to their Level to inform themſelves. In preparing the Means of giving 
Inſtruction to a certain Number of this Claſs of young Perſons, the Deſign may be 

new, but not the leſs operative to encourage them, and others of every Denomination, 
; to attend to the ſame good Principle, and render us doubly inftrumental 1 in l 
a Senſe of moral and religious Obligations. 


I have amply ſet forth the Benefits propoſed for the Boys with the Diſcharge of 
our Duty ; and the more I think, the more fixed I am in Opinion of what be- 
| longs to our Inſtitution. What is preſented to the Eye of the Benefactor, being 
permanent and in Character, will conſtitute a Security to him that his Money 
ſhall be well diſpoſed of, in the Preſervation of Fellow Creatures, many of whom 
ſtand in the moſt urgent Need of Succour. 


As to good Management, That will depend on Zeal and Virtue, as in all other 
Communities and Eſtabliſhments, which confeſſedly do Good. We indeed have the 
better Chance, as we may with Propriety be more ſtrict in Diſcipline, and carry 
Command with the better Grace; for our Houſe will be as a Ship, as well as a ſpa- 
cious Field for ſuch uſeful manual Labour, as will . theſe Boys for Sea or 
1 Land, and render them real valuable Subjetiss. 
Theſe Reflexions contain Opinions, in ſome Matters, which 1 ſhould not have 
communicated, if I had not been led to think they may be a Means of bringing 
us to an Union of Sentiment, as neceſſary to give our Inſtitution that virtuous 
Energy and Improvement which may place it on a ſolid Baſis, Of all Know- 
ledge, that is moſt uſeful which gives us juſt Notions of our own Situation. It is 
better to be modeſtly bold, than to ſtruggle under Difficulties from Over-Caution, 
If any Community ever had a common Intereſt, it is ours: As to my own Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, no Doubt can be entertained of it; and I have ſtrove to avoid giving 
Offence by knowing too much. The Matter reſts on Fas and Informations of 
the moſt authentic Kind, which I have obtained: And it is hoped that we n attend 
10 them with the moſt upright Minds for the public God. 

In regard to War, whenever it ſhall come, it may be preſumed our Corpora- 
tion will be ready to meet it manfully, and the more from being in a Habit of Ser- 
vice: We may alſo devote our whole Strength to the Maintenance of our Part. 

Whether the Metropolis may alone reach to the Supply of ſo. many ſtout Lads 
as will be equal to the Complement of them, ſuppoſing ſuch ſhould be appointed, muſt 
be left to Time. Other Parts of the Kingdom will chearfully contribute their 
Quota, where there is a ſolid Aſſurance of Countenance and Pay. There will al- 
ways be ſmall Boys enough in Ships of War, ſo long as the Regulation admits 
Children of certain Officers at the Age of Eleven Years, 

If ſuch Encouragement takes Place, it will draw ſtout Lads from every Quar- 
ter, and animate the Service, by an Emulation created among them. This would 
leave Room for the leſſer poor Boys to ſupply their Place on Shore, and bring 
them forward alſo. In the Sea Line, the Merchants Service, the Coaſting Trade, 
Collieries, and Fiſheries, where fighting“ is not expected, theſe may take them - 


When Defence in War becomes the Object, the leſſer Inconveniency muſt yield to 
Neceſſity. 
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[ as 1 
In the Peace Eſtabliſhment, or Plan of Iuſtruction, propoſed to do our Work ſolidly 


and in Earneſt, I recommend never to exceed Forty Boys at a Time to divide 
them into Tens, with One under ſome Denomination, as Boat ſcwain, and another . 


his Mate, ſo that in Effect they may be in Subdiviſions of Fives each, including the 


little Officers. Let the Objects be choſen from Time to Time by the Committee, not 
confined to their reſpective Diſtreſſes, but alſo as they may make ſtout and able Seamen. 
his in the Iſſue will recommend our Inſtitution on ſolid Principles. Strict Diſcipline 
and good Order will render the Deſign familiar.— The Boys on the Foundation 

will create a certain equal Expence; and whenever it ſhall be thought neceſſary 


to diſcontinue this Plan, if ſo it happens, in Time of War, the Expence will de- 


creaſe as we ceaſe to admit, and we may, during that Time, bring the whole into 
4a; martial Syſtem for ftout Lads,—In other Parts of our Economy, ſeveral of the 
Expences will be common to the Whole,—Making up Accounts, and paying all 
Nebts quarterly, will always keep the Staff in our Hand Axpences on the Credit 
of an uncertain Income, is a precarious Syſtem ; but by getting the Money firſt, 
and ſpending it afterwards, the Iſſue will be creditable. 


The more good we do, the more Friends we ſhall have; till truſting, that the 


God whom we ſerve with a willing Mind, will accept our Offering of Mercy; 


and the more judicious it is, we may preſume the more acceptable it will be. We 
muſt draw the Line with Care, doing all the charitable Offices in our Power, but in 
Time of War keeping real Military Strength in our Eye. l 
With reſpect to ſuch Boys as we receive on our F oundation, knowing their Qua- 
; liry, Temper, Degrees of Virtue and of Knowledge, it will neceſſarily give us ſupe- 
| rior Information to any we have yet had. We ſhall probably enjoy the ſame Ad- 
vantage with the Maſters to whom they are placed; and the more regular our 
Syſtem and Rule of Conduct is rendered, the more Strength we ſhall derive 
from it. We owe a ſtrict Regard to diſtributive Fuftice, and a Duty of Policy and 
Humanity to the riſing Generation, that as far as our Power extends, every one 
of our Objects may proſper! 
The more we countenance Seamanſhip 8 theſe Realms, the mamting of our 
Fleets in Time of War will become the leſs difficult. This Idea alſo belongs to 
our Corporation. In common Life, among the higher Claſſes, one is appointed 
for the Pulpit, another for the Bar, a third for the Navy or Army, and a fourth for 
Commerce, &c. The common People are bred to mechanic Arts, Labour, or do- 
meſtic Service; but the Idea of Labour with us, ſhould comprehend the Sea as 


well as the Land. It is generally underſtood that a good Seaman ſhould be bred. 


ſuch, as much as a Wheel-wright and a Carpenter are bred to their Arts. 


Liberty, rightly underſtood, is the Soul of our Country, but naval Strength is her 


Body, the Inſtrument of her Power of acting. If we could prevail on ourſelves as 
Nanders, and a commercial People, to be decently regular and ſyſtematical, with an 
Eye to our Genius and local Advantage, our Work might be accompliſhed with 
leſs Difficulty than in our common national Practice in manning Fleets, If à general 
Principle of Familiarity with Sea Service were more diligently cheriſhed by the 
Opulent; and ſtrict, but humane and religious Diſcipline ſupported, Numbers of 
the Children of the Poor might get their Bread by Sea or Land, as occaſional Em- 
ployment might offer, granting that in general our Jnſtitution has been much coun- 
tenanced y the Opulent. 
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With regard to vur Corporation, as the Reputation of our r Services riſe, our Abi- 
lity to do Good will increaſe. In Time of Peace, the Merchants Service, Coaſting 
Trade, Collieries, and Fiſheries, with ſomething new which may be beat out, will, 
as I have ſaid, keep us in Action. 

In Time of War, our Attention ſhould be fixed on ſuch Lads as will conſtitute 2 

real rapid Brood of Seamen; though too young to be rated as Men, yet being upon 

. . the Confines of Manhood, when ſent on board the King's Ships, on a proper re- 
5 gular Pay, and as a Part of the Ship's Crew, much Good to the Service may be. 

expected, and much Evil prevented. Many ſuch young Perſons would incline to 
try their Fortune at Sea; a quick Succeſſion of them would be made; no Hand 
in a Ship would be uſeleſs ; the Navy would really become a Nurſery of Britiſh 

Seamen and, what is more, Juſtice and Honour towards the ring Generation would 

more univerſally pervade our Sea Service. 

The Labours of our Corporation in collecting ſuch Lads, giving them Sea 
Clothing, conveying them to the Ports, and ſhewing them all due Countenance, 
in order. to render .them real Seamen, might become a pleaſant, becauſe an ho- 
nourable and 2ſ ful Enterprize. It would be productive of real national Service, 
and therefore deſerving of ſolid Attention. 

The Reſources of this Nation are ſuperior to what is vulgarly Nr but 

the beſt is the moſt wanted, and that is a. Spirit to exert our natural Strength 
that while we promote the Arts of Peace, ſuch Power might be acquired as would 
prevent War, or a thoſe Nations who are on che Watch to take Advan- 
tage of us. | 

Here I may mention the Benefits which might ariſe from Naval Graces Free 
Schools, for the Employment of our Boys when diſcharged from the King's Ships, 
and other bold Lads in Diſtreſs at all Times! That Deſign was propoſed to be at 
the Expence of the reſpective Counties, for their own common Intereſt, to prevent 
'a profuſe national Expence in manning our Fleets. Such Free Schools for One 
Hundred poor Boys, on 150 Acres of Waſte Land, will probably, in the Courſe of 
Time, take Place from Neceſſity. Allowing for Mortality, Fifty Counties in Fifteen. 
Years would produce 25,000 Men, of the medium Age of Twenty Years, virtu- 
ouſly, actively, uſefully fitted for Sea Service, Agriculture, or Manufafory. 

If ſuch a Plan ſhould hereafter take Place, as many able Politicians believe it 
may, our Society, reſpecting the Metropolis, would ſtill be an Appendage. To. 
| tremble at an apparent Good; and not at a real Evil, is one of the worſt Propenſities 

a People can fall into: But it will be ſo with thoſe whom Luxury or Exceſs, and 

Love of Amuſements lead: This however will ſlacken, as Neceſſity urges us to at- 

tend to our public Duty. In ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom there is a Provincial 
Debt; the Inhabitants are alſo more intent on erecting Priſons than Schools; and it 
Cannot be doubted, but the former are very neceſſary, provided they make a pro- 

per Uſe of them, and keep the Priſoners divided: But this goes more to the Cure 

of the Evils we labour under, than the Prevention of them. If the Nation does not 
attend to both at the ſame Time, it will find the Taſk ſo much the more arduous , 
and in the Iſſue the Coſt will be ſo much the heavier, and the Event more en 
rious. It is a ſad Truth, that Thievery and Rapine have increaſed to an amazing 
Degree, and, like a moral epidemical Diſeaſe or Inſanity, it has ſpread its baneful 
Influence, *till Death itſelf with Ignominy ceaſes to be terrible 
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„Be this as it may: With reſpect to che Object belonging to our Corporation i in 


:the preſent Enquiry, we ſhould remember, that by. Mercy and Truth Iniquity | 


is purged.” We ſhould commiſerate and relieve ſuch young Perſons as we profeſs 


to ſerve, by giving them Inſtruction, not to expoſe themſelves to the Gallows, the 


Thought of which ſeems to be rendered fo familiar. The Numbers of expert Maſters 


in Roguery, ſuffered to go Abroad unawed by any Terror of Law, are prepared to 
teach the riſing Generation to ſucceed them. This is terrible to the People in 


general, and emphatically ſo to our Corporation, as intereſting itſelf for the 


Preſervation of that Part of the ri/ing Generation, ſo immediately expoſed, as our 


Objects are, to fall into Temptation. 

Moſt certain it is, that in Politics as well as Morals, the faireſt Meaſure, with 
regard to its active virtuous Principles, will ever be the moſt productive of Good, 
and the moſt honourable as well as advantageous to a Society, or a People 
in general. Therefore, whether we view the Propoſal for inſtructing our 
Boys in a political, or a moral and religious Light, it will come to the ſame 
Point; with this Difference, that being Chriſtians ourſelves, and a Part of our Re- 


ligion conſiſting in being watchful of the Poor, we ſhould endeavour to make 


our Objects Chriſtians alſo. But wiſbing to do a Thing, will never accompliſh it; 
we muſt uſe the Means; and the more we gratify our charitable Diſpoſition, upon the 
Principle of Obedience to divine Laws, the more we begin to conclude our 
Work will be acceptable in the Sight of God. ©: he 

The preſent Propoſal is to make a certain 5 wifi 2 Eſtablimment, to do Fuſtice 60 
aur Inflitution, and give ſolid Relief to many miſerable young Perſons, and render 


them, not in Name alone, but in reality, uſeful and valuable Subjefs. kn purſuing this 


ſalutary Meaſure, it may be hoped we ſhall proceed with ſuch Candour, and Atten- 


tion to Falis, and the Informations communicated to us, that no Doubt may remain 
concerning it. Knowledge of Fats, ſtands next in Order to Experience: If it 


wants the practical Part, the Impreſſion will be the leſs ſtrong; but it will help 


the Judgment in deciding on the Propriety of the Meaſure propoſed. Thoſe who 
are not acquainted minutely with Fa#s, nor have Experience, a ſincere Confeſſion of 


what they do not know, is certainly the faireſt and ſureſt ane of a good Judg- 
ment, and as good a Heart. 


Where there is no Option of Expedients to remove an 1 Evil; or where there ap- 
pears to be a Remedy, ſupported by the Teſtimony of Ages, there needs no 


learned or acute Inveſtigation. In this Caſe, the giving luſtruction is the Foundation 


of all Virtue. By the Command of unerring Wiſdom, we are to ler our Light ſhine 
before the World; not to our own Praiſe, but that Men, ſeeing the good Work, may 
glorify the Author of it, the common Parent of Mankind! It is by ſuch Means, 
Men of Principle ſerve their Country, and promote her Honour and Safety, in 
Confidence that they are afting right in the Sight of God! * Ends er 
noble Means! 


I take the cautious, tho' as Side, to guard our 8 Fe purſuing any 


Plan, but ſuch as admits of an attentive Eye. Our Head Quarters muſt be here, 


whether it be five or ten Minutes, more or leſs, diſtant from the Royal Exchange. 
Our Reſidence muſt be the Fountain from which we nouriſh the Parts dependant. / 
We can with no Conſiſtency delegate a Power, except it be to our own Commit 
tees, and them to receive Laws from. our General Courts. e 
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In all Caſes we muſt have Recourſe to the Reſolutions of our General Courts, 


our Rules, Orders, and Bye Laws. Let thoſe Reſolutions be well conſidered, but 


not altered, or deviated from, at the Suggeſtion of any One who may not be ac- 
quainted with them; or to ſerve any occaſional Purpoſe, however prudent and be- 
neficial it might be in a particular Inſtance : What is done for one, is naturally ex- 


_ pected for another; and Caſes are eaſily diſguiſed ſo as to appear ſimilar, There is 


the moſt obvious Reaſon in all Communities for walking by Rules, and being e 
to them. 
We are reſponſible to our Fellow Subjects who truſt * in the Confidence that, 


| ſeeing and enquiring into the Circumſtances of our Affairs and Buſineſs,” we 


may at all Times be competent to them. Our Object is noble, but wermuſt diſcri- 
minate, and go to the Foundation of it: With regard to the Commiſera- 
tion due to the real miſerable Part of our young Fellow Subjects, we muſt attend 
to the Subſtance of the Good intended; our Conduct will then correſpond with the 
Zeal, Uſefulneſs, and good Underſtanding, ſo emphatically deſcribed: by the learned 
and pious Divines, whoſe Declarations in our Behalf I have quoted. 

We are alſo to keep our Attention awake reſpecting the Diſtinction of the Metro- 


polis, and the Preference due to her Police, in Time of Peace, as we have engaped to 
do. Let us make Proviſion for Forty Boys whom we may command, and no more 
| ns let them be of the Number, who appear moſt in Danger on this Spot, at 5 
not ſuffer Boys from the neighbouring Counties to ſupplant the Lon 


2 

In the great View of our Objeft, let us never loſe Sight of this leading Principle 3 in 
human Nature; That the ſirſt Impreſſions made on Youth laſt the longeſt ; and that; 
For the ſame Reaſon, our Objects, in Time of Peace, may be from Thirteen to Four- 
teen Years of Age. It may be preſumed, that whatever befals a Man in the 
Progreſs of his Life, reſpecting his moral and accountable Nature, he may reveri 


to a Principle which he once imbibed; but he cannot be ſaid to revert to that of 


which he was never informed. This ſeems to be one of the chief Cauſes of ſuch 
monſtrous Outrages on Society; and "mou this Principle the Nation ſeems at length 
awakened to a Senſe of Duty. ; 

It is no leſs ſerious a Conſideration, for us to lay a ſolid Fondation for preſerving 
of Thouſands in the Courſe of Time. By a regular and confiftent Plan, we may 


add great Numbers to the common Stock of good Subjeds; as, on the contrary, an 
Intention of Charity, not well digeſted, may be rendered abortive, or even injurious. 


If we do the beſt we can, we are morally certain of ſucceeding; but to decline the 
bet Mode, or indulge any timid Aridi fon of Inability to execute it, would betray 


our own Cauſe. : 


We ſhould alſo conkidier, that | it is more eaſy to onder an Inſtitution on certain 
a0 and well-digeſted Principles, than to leave Things looſe. The Fountain 
is ſeldom pure, where the Stream runs foul: Good Intentions muſt be founded 
in good Judgment and Experience. That which depends on voluntary Service in a free 
Land, muſt have Virtue and ſalid Uſe for its Support, or it will not laſt long. In 
arbitrary Countries, more is truſted to Meaſures of Coercion, whether 88 are 


attended with good or evil Effects. 


The Fortunes of every one of theſe poor Boys, whom we take under our Protec- 


tion, is in our Hands, as the Inſtrument of Providence to conduct them happily. 


We are not to ſuppoſe they will prove too 9 to be guided by us: Till we 
exert 


(8 J 


exert our Powers as we ougbt, in the Mode of guiding them, how are we to judge? 
Their Lives are as ſacred to Liberty and Religion as our own: Humanity and good 
Policy being comprehended, while we profeſs to be their Patrons and Friends, we 


cannot be indifferent to the Event: We cannot decline the Uſe of rational Means, 


by which they may be brought to a juſt Senſe of what they owe to God and their 
Country. Before we plead with any public Department for good Regulations concerning 
young Perſons in Ships of War, we ſhould ſyſtemize our own, ſo as to make them ſub- 
ſtantially good and uſeful. If we exert that providential Ability, which is put into 
our Hands, we may bring our Boys into good Order. Our Cauſe ſtands on Chriſtian 
Principles, as the Cauſe of Heaven; but we muſt uſe Fan Means to RIG 
it, and ſuch as Reaſon and Experience call for. 

We may, with one common Voice, declare, that we have been ſo attentive to our 
Work, and the Choice of the greateſt Good, we have inveſtigated the Object during 
the Courſe of a whole Year. I hope theſe Reflections, and the Informations which I 
have given, will at length adminiſter to the Satisfaction of our Governors and Friends, 
and all whom they may concern; leaving no Doubt of the Conſiſtency of the Mea- 


ſure propoſed, and the Purity of the Intention, in all its various Dependencies. 


If we enlarge our Minds to our Object, we may, to all Appearance, render it 
permanent, comprehenſive, and of ſingular Uſe to our Country; and, I will be 
bold to add, an vniverſal Favourite of the People. It takes in the civil Rights of 
our poor Fellow-Subjefts, and ſo much public Love and Philanthropy, that it will be 
ſupported. If we give due Inſtruction, with a Habit of Piety, for a reaſonable 
Time, and alſo promote Induſtry in the important Line of 1 with W 
Knowledge i in uſeful Labour, can theſe fail of reaſonable Succeſs ? 

It is obvious, that in the preſent Situation of our Corporation, we cannot give 
our Boys fair Play, upon any Principle of their civil or religious Rights: Our lecal | 
Powers are unfit both for the Nature and Magnitude of our Deſign. We are led 
by Experience to believe, that as we perfofm our Part well, by a judicious Ex- 
penditure, for that which is neceſſary, Subſcriptions and Legacies will not fail to 
make an Addition to our Funds, If we improve our Deſign with the Piety, Re- 
gularity, and ſacred Regard to Liberty, propoſed in Behalf of poor and diſtreſſed 
Boys, is it to be preſumed that an Object, under the Eye of our Friends, will 
ve leſs conſidered, than Events which they ſee nothing of? To fend a Boy into the 
World without any Knowledge of Religion, or any one good Habit, and expect 
Good of him, as of thoſe who are well diſciplined, is not reaſonable. Such as go dire&- 
ly from their Parents, and have been taught a Habit of Obedience, however imper- 
fe&ly, are generally under ſome Awe on that Account; and theſe are as conſtantly 
found to behave the beſt. 

It is not probable that, during the Courſe of their Lives; theſe Boys will have ſo 
fair an Occaſion of acquiring moral, religious, or prudential Inſtruction, as under ws 
And if they can learn any Thing, any where, why not the Thing we mean to teach 
them, under our Eye? It will depend on us to make it pleaſant ; and to raiſe an 
Emulation among their ſeveral Claſſes, A timid Arne of ill Succeſs on 
our Part, would be unwarrantable. 


To view the Object of our Corporation in the W nghtly underſtood 
and thoroughly inveſtigated, it ſtands thus: 


3 N. I. LANDMEN 


' 
} 
1 
1 
| 
(| 
1 
| 
I 
| 


L 40 J 
e 
LANDMEN VOLUNTEERS. 


| For Time of War, aud. dependant on the Amount: G Subſeription 
ge, TY at that Time. 


Sea Clothing for Landmen Volunteers, under the Femin of Government, as a 
private local Bounty, and Encouragement. to them to ſerve in the Royal Navy. 
This Part 1 is clearly _e the public Intereſt, and equally. honourable.to our Corporation. 


VTV 
4 OFFICERS WIDOWS. 


1 7 de dure if 2 10, 00, 3 per Cents, a Pte Benefafien 
= — 8 divided in Fuly 1 every Ver. 


A l Fr; £ 10 to Thirty Perſons, the Widows of Sea Admirals, who had 
not been married. long enough to entitle them to the public. Penſion; and alſo of Sea 
5 4 and Sea Lieutenants, of whom the greateſt Part are on the Penſſon Liſt, 
ſelecting thoſe among the Petitioners for this Relief, who, upon an impartial Exa- 
mination of Certificates, being ſolemn Declarations made before the Miniſter or 
Curate of the reſpective Pariſhes where the Petitioners live, and other occaſſonal In- 
formations, appear to our Committee to be in the greateſt State of Indigence; com- 
prehending Age and Number of Children, &c. This Engagement we have una- 
„ voted to be e in Character, An an of aur 9 — 

2 | N- I. 
NEW DENOMINATION, in place of Servants to Ger, 


For Ti ime of War or Peace, but chiefly neceſſary in War. 


"Time diſcovers. Errors, but gives no Sandion to them. Happy the. People who 
correct themſelves! This Suggeſtion ſuppoſes a new. Regulation to take place, 
perhaps during the calm Hour of Peace, by which the Officers of the Navy may 
be rendered contented, the State ſerved, the Honour of the Service ſupported, and 
.our Society made e e, to a real Nurſery of Seamen, viz. To ſend on 
Board the King's Ships, to be bred common Seamen, in Place of Boys of Thirteen, 
ra Servants to-Officers, only ſuch Lads as. promiſe fair to make ſtout and able Sea- 
men, being turned of Sixteen Years of Age; or required to be not under.a certain 
Stature (ſuppoſe 5 Feet, or 5 Feet 2 Inches); the ſame to make a Part of the Ship's 
: Crew, and to receive certain ſmall ſtipulated Wages, to be paid them accordingly, till 
ſuch Time as they grow. up to be rated Ordinary, Landmen, or. Able, as their Docility | 
and Merits prove them to be entitled to. 


I have Reaſon: to believe that, from ſeeing and feeling the [mprafticability of the 

' preſent Mode of Officers Servants, ſome ſuch Plan has been  meditated i in the proper. De- 
{ partment. We may. add, that our Corporation will then be of real Uſe in collecting 
Auch a Quality of Lads, viz..under Conditions to receive the King's Pay directly as the 
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Seamen receive theirs, Under whatever Denomination ſuch Lads may go, it may 


be required of the Regulating Captains here to approve of them. Whatever ſhall be 
done in this Line of Service, may be effectual to the End propoſed, and add to our 
Naval Strength. It may prove a ſolid Criterion of our Utility; and, ſecuring the 


Officer's former Emoluments from Servants, on a ſteady and honourable Principle 


in his daily Pay, as I have already explained, it may render the whole Oeconomy 


Juſt, conſiſtent, and worthy of . Naval ene, one of the moſt honourable 
Diſtinctions i in the StateGee. | 7 


Ne Iv. 
pf I, 5 WARRANT OFFICERS. 


For Peace or War, but aich proper in 7 ime of Peace, when Ships of War are ; 


Lid up. 


Suppoſing a new Regulation may . place, or ALES or Apprentices to War- 


rant Officers of Ships in Ordinary. To give them certain ſmall Wages, the ſame to 


be paid at a certain Time, and always kept Part in Arrears till the Time agreed for 
ſhall be expired. If any Plan of this Kind ſhould be deemed worthy of Conſide- 
ration, in ſuch Caſe, to keep the Boys at Work, to make them worthy of their 
_ Wages. It appears that an Indenture, with an Obligation on the Maſter to find 
them in Clothing, excluſive of what we give them, or to pay them to the 
Amount of 405. a Year, to a Boy in a ferocious, uninſtructed State, not kept uni- 


formly employed, is 0 Kind of Hold on bim. The Traffic of their receiving 
Clothing of us, and ſo many running from their Maſters, rarely anſwers one good 


Purpoſe to the Public, or to us in our good Deſign even in Favour of the Boys. 
If Nothing of this Kind ſhould be done, theſe Warrant Officers ſhould make a 
wonderful Change in themſelves, or ſeek for their Neighbours Children for their 
Servants, whether newly clothed or not, on whom they may have a better Hold from 
Parental Connections. This Part has proved a very inferior Portion of our Oe. 
e and ſtands alſo 1 in extreme Need of Correction. 


Ne V. 
The ſolid Peace Eftabl, enen Propoſed. 


This is PEO in our own Breaſt, as N' I. and Ne II.; and this I warmly 


contend for. After being chief Pilot for near Thirty Years, making Charts 


and Compaſſes, taking Soundings, and digeſting Regulations for a difficult 
Navigation, I at length, under Providence, the Guide and Protector of my 
Youth, embark all my little Stock of Reputation on this Veſſel, in the Confidence 
of a more ſucceſsful Voyage than any we have yet made. In plain Senſe, /uch an 
Eſtabliſhment is moſt fit, and indiſpenſably neceſſary for the Credit of our Corporation. 
After ſtruggling with ſo many arduous Difficulties, it is the only Means of giving our 
Inſtitution Stability, Honour, and ſubſtantial Uſefulneſs. It is the only ſolid Ground 
on which we can ſtand, to combat the Depravity of Human Nature, the Untoward- 
neſs of the Times, and maintain the civil Rights of our Objects. Without any Af- 
fectation of a ſuperior Virtue, it is a plain, ſimple Expedient, correſponding with 
the common Senſe of Mankind, and the true Tenderneſs of perſuaſive Philan- 
. thropy. 
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| chropy. It is the moſt effectual Means of promoting that public Love which 
we lay Claim to; and a Criterion of That Charity, for which the great Judge of Man- 
kind has promiſed his Mercy. It is what the Diſtreſſes of our Objects call for, 
and our, Power, under Providence, can command. It arms us with Shield and 
Buckler to combat Difficulties ; and obſtinate Facts teach us what we are to do. 
It is a graceful Plan, and ſuited to the Reputation we have acquired for Uſefulneſs : 
It will give Proof of our Sincerity in endeavouring to preſerve our Charter inviolate : 


It will be a Means of handing down the Inſtitution to Poſterity : It will recom- 


mend us to the Eſteem of Fellow Subjects; and may recommend us to each other's 
Eſteem, as a Proof that we are not afraid of meeting our Object on the beſt 
Ground it can be placed; and that we hope the Labour and Care it may require, 
will be repaid by the Pleaſure of doing Good to Thouſands of our Fellow Subjects in 
Diſtreſs through ſucceeding Generations. It will reduce our Labours to a regular 
Syſtem, that will teach us radically what we are about; and give Proof that we do 
not ſubmit to perform a partial, uncertain, involved Kind of Service, when we are 
able to perform a ſubſtantial, pious, humane, uſeful, intelligible, good Work! 

That we might have done a greater Good to the Boys altogether in Charac- 


ter, is obvious: But we did not attempt it, becauſe we had not the Means of executing 
it. If we allow ourſelves to think attentively on the great Benefits ariſing from 


moral and religious Duties, ſhall we not condemn ourſelves, unleſs we endea- 


our to inſtru&t our Boys in thoſe Duties? The Poſitions which we mean to eſtab- 
liſh for our own Conduct, are founded ſo deeply in Reaſon and Experience, that it 
would be offenſive to Common Senſe to controvert them. Mankind, in common 


Life, correct Abuſes in Morals and religious Duties by a Kind of inſtinctive Power: 


It requires but little Reaſoning ; Habit makes it familiar. How much more, 
| when Judgment and long Experience point out what ſhould be done! Sentiments of 


Approbation of moral Rectitude are congenial to the Soul of Man, when it is in a 
State of moral Improvement. This has ſo near an Affinity with Religion, that 


. they generally mean the ſame, and aid and aff belt other | in our Journey, to the 


Regions of everlaſting Righteouſneſs | 


A Deſire of encouraging thoſe Duries in others, on which we believe our own 
Happineſs depends, is as eſſential a Property of Charity, as it is of Chriſtianity. 
Doing to others, as we think ſhould be done to ourſelves in ſimilar Circum- 


. ſtances, is the Law and the Prophets, which Chriſt came not to abrogate but con- 


firm. We can imitate our Maker, only as we do Good one to another, not 


with any View to a Reward on Earth, but as the higheſt Object of our Hope is 


Heaven ! 


This is the great Scheme of Providence ; and thoſe Individuals who depart from 
it, forſake themſelves ! Let us not deceive ourſelves! A cloſe Application of this 
Reaſoning preſſes forward to the Conſummation of our Character, as Chriſtians: And 

if, in its full Extent and Meaning, it takes in every human Being, it has a more inti- 
mate Affinity with that Part of our Fellow-Creatures whom we profeſs to ſerve and 
oblige, protect, and advance to the Happineſs of either World. 

It is moſt evident; that, in our national Capacity, we ſtand in Need of aReviſion 
of certain Aiticles of Oeconomy: I have ſelected what comes Home to my own 
Boſom, and within my Compaſs of Knowledge, as a Member of our Corporation. 
In the more general View of Things, we have ſeen, in thele latter Days, ſo many 
Specimens of falſe Principles, that they ſeem to ſuperſede a Tn Part of the Re- 


| 11 | . 


[ 43 ] 
verence due to Laws, civil Rights, and public Safety. While the Opulent have 
been eager in the Purſuit of Amuſement and Conceits of Vanity, the great Science 


of preventing Evil has been neglected. Yet it is moſt evident that thiere are ſtill 
many illuſtrious Characters, in their reſpective Lines of Office, ſhewing the ſincer- 
eſt Zeal for the public Service; and among theſe we may reckon the be Depart- 
ment in the Naval Line. As to us, our proper Time 1s come, and we may hope, 
that whatever Reaſon and Experience prove to * of high Ule and Necellty,” we 
ſhall carry into Execution. 


In the mean while, it is indiſputable, that © preventive Tuftice \ is, on every Principle 


of Reaſon, Humanity, and ſound Policy, preferable | in all Reſpects to puniſhing 


« Tuſtice.” This is a Sentiment of a Man of eminent Character, and a Judge *, 

and it is ſo ſelf. evident a Propoſition, that Mankind, in all civilized Ages, bins 
adopted it; and conſequently have ſought Inftrufion from Lawgivers and Prophets, 
Philoſophers and Divines, as the grand Inſtrument of Prevention. How is he to 
avoid an Evil, who was never taught that any ſuch Evil exiſts? or whoſe Depra- 
vity of Nature was never controlled by any ſocial Intercourſe ? Why do ſuch 


Numbers come to the Gallows, almoſt in their Childhood ? The Laws condemn - 


them to die for their Offences, that ſuch Offences may not be committed: But 
how will it ſtand with the Parent, the Maſter, the Madgiſtrate, or Divine, who has 
been remiſs i in his Duty ; and, not having exerciſed any Mode of preventive Juſtice, 


has left theſe wretched Beings to become Victims? In the Records of 'immutible 
Juſtice, thoſe who have not employed ſuch preventive Meaſures, as Reaſon and Com- 


mon Senſe prove to be expedient in ordinary Life, muſt ſtand arraigned under a 
Conſciouſneſs of Negligence |—Surely that muſt be the beſt concerted Scheme for 


us all, which, in the moſt direct View, preſerves for ſolid Ute, and gives the faireſt | 


Proſpect of Happineſs. 
44 us converſe with the Criminal on the Verge of Eternity! He tells [© Wa, | 
vas never taught to fear God, nor ever corrected for early Proofs of Wickedneſs, 


7 « of which I had but an imperfect Idea as to its Malignity,” So far he ſtands fair 


as a Candidate for Compaſſion : In Effect he makes a doleful Complaint of the 
Government of his Country; that the Prelate preſerved no ſtricter Diſcipline over 


the inferior Clergy ; theſe, again, that they have not made a deeper Impreſſion on 


the Nobleman, or Gentleman, or Magiſtrate, on whom it depended to ſee that 
Inſtruction ſhould be given to every Subject. If Liberty can ſubſiſt no longer than 


Virtue and Religion are cer, Liſtruction, in this View, becomes her chirf 
Guard and Defence. 


{ 


Every one is.apt to complain of his Neighbour; ; har in the mean while this mi- 
ſerable Being falls a Victim at the Altar of earthly Juſtice, If ſuch Juſtice were 
tempered with Mercy, in providing Inſtruction, would there not be fewer ſuch Sa- 


crifices? And how can Mercy be better ſhewn, than by a watchful Care and So- 
licitude, each in his Province, to ſce that eatly Inſtruction ſhall be given, and ho- 
neſt Induſtry promoted, that, feeling what Man ſhould be to Man, he may appear as 
a faithful Steward and Servant at the Tribunal of his Almighty Lord? 

If Life is lent as a Trial of Obedience; if this is the mighty Sum and Amount 
on which a happy Eternity depends, we muſt not talk of Difficulties. Difficulties 
there ever will be, but not ſuch as ſhould intimidate a Chriſtian, The more the 


Diſcipline. 
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8 of a Nation is relaxed, the more arduous the Taſk will be; but every 
ay's Progreſs in the Recovery of i its moral Health will render it the eaker. 


The alarming Evils of our Days call us to Duty and to Care | This applies to 
our Corporation, as well as to any Individual, Evils will come but Woe is 


denounced agaiaſt thoſe by whom they come. If we deliver up the Freedom 
of our Will, and make ourſelves Slaves to Opinion, Fancy, Paſſion, or Appe- 
tite, comprehending that Perverſencſs which conſtitutes the evil Spirit of Man, 
we muſt ſuffer ! 


In the mean Time, 8 and Patience are ſo efcarial to Virtue, that one of | 


the great Evils we are ſubject to, is paſſing a raſh Sentence on our Neighbour, up- 
on the ſame Motive and Principle that we are not ſufficiently attentive to ourſelves. 


The Alarm at preſent ſeems to be univerſal; and therefore we may entertain the 
ſtronger Hope, that the great Ruler of the Earth has not abandoned our Country! 


There is a Spirit gone forth; and, under the modeſt, humble Name of Sunday 
Schools, one Means of promoting Piety is adopted for the ring Generation, to pre- 
ſerve the Sabbath from Violation in the Perſons of Children. This may extend 


to thoſe who were in the greateſt Danger, and happily comprehends Numbers of 


Adults: Neither the Maſter nor the Preacher can teach, without learning ſome- 
thing good; and great Good may be produced by ſuch active, ſubſtantial Piety. 
The Propoſal for InſtruZion now before aur Corporation, comprehends the Pur- 
poſe of Sunday Schools, but it is of much wider and more. extenſive Influence : 
It is yet the only Inſtitution of the Kind propoſed : It requires a Plan of 
moral and religious Duties, together with fuch Diſcipline, Oeconomy, and manual 
Labour, as will qualify the Objects to get honeſt Bread by Sea or Land, with Cres 


dit to themſelves, Honour to our Corporation, and great Benefit to our Country, 


The Orphan, and he who hath no Friend on Earth, may praiſe his Maker : The 
Parents of numerous Offsprings may catch the Fire, and, by the Force of our Ex- 
ample, learn to nouriſh whole Families in Body and Mind, in a Manner they 
never thought of before. There is nothing in this Expectation beyond Common 


Senſe and Reaſon: Our Corporation has the Means in its Hanc. | 


Parents, in every Part of Life, may learn a Leſſon of our Society, and repent 


of their paſt Errors of Negligence. They may learn, that neither Sea nor Land 
| ſhould, or can, exempt Men from worſhipping God, and obeying his Command- 


ments. What we may do for a Son of a poor Man, a Parent may perform for a 


whole Family, to the remoteſt Poſterity, It is eaſy to conceive, that ſuch Bene- 


fits may reſult from our Labours as will exceed Expectation: theſe Objects be- 
ing ſo equal in Age and Circumſtance, and ſuch a Plan of Labour mixed with 
Inſtruction marked out, ſurely it will prevail] 

Loet us then rejoice in the Proſpect of; doing S Good to our Neighbour, 
to ourſelves, and our Country! Experience only could teach us how to remove 
the Evil our Object has ſuffered under. We may now rejuvenate our Infti- 
tution, i it blooming Youth, and all the Charms of florid Health and moral 


Beauty ! Time, which brings all Things to Maturity, we have the utmoſt Rea- 


ſon to believe, will bring to this Enterprize ſolid Comfort and Joy, on the 
Principles of Honour, true Religion, and genuine Philanthropy ! 


SEPT. 1785. 2 5 8 N J. H. 
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; Briſtol, 26th September, 1785. 


* to * Marine Society of London. 


" HAVE now the Pleaſure of informing you, of what you have a Right to know 
with more Preciſion than is already mentioned in theſe Pages, The Magiſtrates, , 
Merchants, and other reſpectable Inhabitants of this ancient City, are reſolved to 
* form an Inſtitution ſimilar to that which has employed our Zeal in London for 
1 many Years paſt, The worſhipful Jobn Farr, Eſquire, Mayor; Sir James La Roche, 
an eminent Banker; Mr. Bright, a principal Merchant of this City, and others, 
IT have been very polite and obliging in acquainting me with the Particulars of their 
Proceeding in their Plan. It was the higheſt Gratification to me, in finding that 
they had made fo confiderable a Progreſs, having, as I underſtood, already acquired 
a Subſcription of 3 to £. 400 per 4rinum, with a Proſpect of making it L. 500, or- 
more. In Donations they had alſo received a few Hundreds; and to all Appearance, 
their Efforts will merit Benefactions and Legacies in their due Portion, as Time 
rolls' on, to render- their Undertaking as reſpectable as it 8915 be uſeful, and per- 
manent in all its Parts. 
With regard to proper Objects FRA their Charity, their Quays ſwarm with Boys 
in the loweſt Stages of human Miſery, ſubje& to become exceedingly miſchievous ; * X 
yet, if properly attended to, may be of great Service to the Community. The Dif- Fo 
ference whether ſuch Boys are taught and diſciplined, or left in a ferocious Con- 
| dition, is ſo conſiderable, that theſe worthy Citizens think they ſhall be able to 
- Initiare them moſt advantageouſly;into. a Knowledge of their Duty, as they might 
otherwiſe be left in the Extremity of Wretchedneſs. 

Maſters of Ships in Briſtol, like thoſe in London, are cautious of the Quality of 

the Perſons they receive into their Ships; and, under ſo general a Decay of Morals, 
particularly among this Claſs of Fellow Subjects, they ſhew their Prudence: Theſe 
Boys muſt, therefore, be well taught and diſciplined, before they ſtand any C hance 
of being acceptable and uſeful, _ 
Theſe Citizens of Briſtol begin upon a Gmilar Plan to that which is propoſed, 
5 a warmly recommended in theſe Pages, availing themſelves of our Experience 
in London. They ſee how little Good is to be expected from Boys, who are not 
inſtructed in the great Outlines of moral and religiaus Duties; entertaining no 
Doubt of the Practicability of their Deſign ; for, as they reſolve to ſhew a ſteady At- 
Ktention to their Object, they naturally expect the ordinary Effects of Application to 
the Infant Mind, with greater or leſs Succeſs, as the Heart and Underſtanding of 
Individuals may be ſulceptible of good Impreſſions, when properly enforced. 

With regard to our pecuniary Ability, there cannot be a Shadow of Doubt of our 
being able to execute the Plan propoſed to us, with all convenient Speed. The 
Society of Briſtol have Hope as a Shield, and Zeal and Conſtancy for its Supporters; 
and, their Attention being active, they will probably ſucceed in the Event. Theſe 
Gentlemen have now a Proſped of hiring a Building, which may be fitted to their 


M Purpoſe, 


l 


Heart of their City, more than it can be in ours. 
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Purpoſe, though they will be Tenants at Will, with the additional Inconvenience 


of its being at leaſt Two Miles diſtant from their City; but they will perſevere till 
the Kindneſs of Providence ſhall qualify them, as it has done us, to have a Building 


of their own, in a proper Site, and near to them; {till attentive to the Neceſſity of 


Ground for furpiſhing «/e eful and proper Em t for ſuch Boys; conſequently, if 
Ground Rent were comparatively cheap, the Work could not be * in the 


In all great Trading Towns there will be many 2 born of Parents in penu- 


rious Circumſtances: Such young Perſons as bappsn to be of daring Tempers, if nat 


« diſciplined, will become enterpriſing, and dangerous to Saciety. The Sea ſeems 
to be their proper Element in this commercial Nation, and in Briſa! they are fa- 


miliarized to the Sight of Shipping, as qur Boys, being below Bridge, will be; but as 


Honeſty is required in this Line of Life, as well as in others, a Senſe of moral and 


religious Duty is digenſably neceflary ; and this cannot be dec, runkeb | jt he 
taught. 


Inhabitants, who compoſe the Briſtol 


Sociein, as good Citiaens, deter- 


mine, that in caſe they ſhould not be able to find Employment at Sea for all the 
poor Boys whom they may take under their Protection, they * W a 


Part of them in a fit and proper Manner by Land. 


With regard to the Age under or above which they will not {abba Boys, this 
Part I did not underſtand to be determined on: They will be. as liberal as the 


Nature of the Caſe will require, promoting Good, and preventing Evil, as becomes 


the Philanthropy of a reſpectable . whoſe Objets are under Lites 


ſtances of ſuch complicated Diſtreſs. | 
| Briſtol ſeems to be better ſituated than the Metrovotis, to ſupply the neighbour- 


ing Provinces with young 'Huſbandmen and Manufacturers; but the latter is moſt 
redundant in Inhabitants; and as the grand Nendexvaus of the Britiſh Etppires: the 


woos the ſtricter Guard, and more ample Field. 


The Deſign of Sunday Schools, if carried properly into Execution, i in all great 
| 2 as well as Villages, particularly in the Metropolis, will ſecond that of our 


nterprize, affording a' proper Relief, in moral and religious Duties, to vaſt N um- 


bers of poor Fellow. Creatures. The Deſign of ſuch Schools furniſhes the 


ſtronger Reaſon for Attention to the Caſe before us: As our Objects will gene- 
rally be more grown than the Boys who will be the Pupils of thoſe Schools, wherever 


eſtabliſhed through the Realm, ſo much the greater Neceſſity will ariſe for their 
being inſtructed and diſciplined, in order to be rendered uſeful. : 


With regard to the Impreſſions which ſuch a Peace Eftabli gement, well con- 
ducted, may make, in reſpect to national naval Regulations, theſe relate to our 
Labours in a collateral View only: But we cannot expect to be inſtrumental in re- 
forming others, till we reform ourſelves. 


Our chief Object, in Time of Peace, muſt necedarily be the Merchant $ Service, 


the Coaſting Trade, Colliery, and Fiſhery. We ſhall be our own Maſters, to make 
the Diſtinctions which we think fit and proper hereafter, and ſupply Boys, who 
may in future Times be requeſted of .us by. Commiſſion or Warrant Officers, upon 


the 


Perfectly ſenſible .of this. Waile the Magiſtrates, Marchants, and other 
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the Terms we think juſt, reaſonable, and contient: It is not in the Nature of 
Things, but that the Boys, being inſtructed, and rendered more moral, as well 
as initiated into a Knowledge of common Seamanſhip, together with the other 
Kinds of uſeful Labour propoſed to be taught, will become the: more valuable 
Citizens, and conſequently be more univerſally eſteemed. 

If in due Time we recover the Reputation of theſe wi and render them worthy 
of Truſt, our Society will riſe in Eſteem in all Quarters, upon true and. ſolid 
Ground: And it is probable, that, there may be ſo Judicious an Application made 


in favour of Boys, or grown Lads, for real Uſe and Service, in the King's Ships, that 
a proper Eſtabliſhment for War, whenever it ſhall happen, may take Place; this 


Object, fince the Cloſe of the laſt War, having been under the moſt. ſerious Deli- : 


beration in the proper Offices. ; 


"Thus, it is highly probable, that out of the ſmaller Nember, hich we e may take 
under our Care and Protection, a much greater Proportion of Subjects may be effec- 
tually preſerved, and rendered uſeful, at a proportionate Expence, and far pre- 
ferably to the numerous Clans of Boys, whom we. have clothed in Times paſt: 


Conſequently the Advantage to the Public will be demonſtrably the greater. The 


Satisfaction of our . and Friends will encreaſe, as the Foundations of our 


Corporation will be built on the Rock of Truth; ſtrict Juſtice will be adminiſtered | 


to the Boys themſelves; and the public Welfare, which is the chief Object of our 


| Society, will be effectually and ſubſtantially promoted. 

The juſt and prudential Expenditure of the Money we have been entruſted with, 
in ſo generous and liberal a Manner, certainly requires of us to do the greateft Good 
we can. Our Charter, with reſpect to Police and the commercial Intereſt of our 

Country, legally requires a peculiar Attention to both theſe Articles; and what 


Expedient or Device can poſſibly be fo effectual, as inſtructing the uninſtructed; 
diſciplining the undiſciplined ; and relieving the difireſſed Boy, arrived to an Age 


which determines his Fortune, either to be a valuable and uſeful, or a WO ck 
nicious Member of the Community ?& - 


This Claſs of Fellow Subjects we profeſs to make our Object, in the moſt direct 


and unequivocal View. We take them under our Protection; and in the Sight 


of Heaven become, not as their Friends only, but as Parents, to every Intent of 
uſeful Life. Let us then do our Buſineſs effectually. As Chriſtiam, can we pay 


Homage to the great Redeemer. of the World in a more direct and acceptable Man- 


ner? We are invited, with all the Eloquence of Love to God and Man, to feed his 


8 


Flock, in the Perſons of theſe Boys, ſo horribly ſtraying from the true Paths of Life. 
If we initiate them into a Knowledge of the Religion of Chriſt, and reſtrain them from 


a Violation of his Laws: If we give them the beſt Inſtruction, in the Line of Life 


which Providence ſeems to have drawn for them, we may render them $008, and 
conſequently happy Men | 


Thus, by ſhewing eres, and doing Juſtice, v we ourſelves, may walk humbly and 
circumſpectly before ooo. While we teach others their Duty, we ſhall learn our 
own; and through Hope in the Merits of the GREAT FINISHER OF OUR FAITH, open 
co our Minds the | ana Proſpect of everlaſting Happineſs! Such are the _— 
ewards 
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Rewards of That Charity which i is the aitinguiſhed Characteriſtic of the Religion 


we profeſs, and which we have ./o glorious an Opportunity of performing 
Under ſuch Circumſtances our Corporation may diſplay the Banners of our Re- 5 
ligion, and tranſmit to Poſterity an Inſtitution of the moſt ſerious and important 


Uſe to the Community, by a truly political, pious, permanent, and : beneficial 


Eſtabliſhment.— And may it be built on the moſt ſolid Baſis, and tranſmitted 
down, in all theſe ſeveral Views, with Honour, for the Happineſs of our Country, 


and the Exeiervation of Thouſands of. Indirinenl, from Generation. to Me aaa 
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